
Ep.13: Nature for Water on World Water Day with Patrick Moriarty 
 
Show notes: 
 

 With climate change, the world is coming up against some of the limits of water 
resources and of using traditional concrete-based grey infrastructure, so new 
solutions are needed. Green infrastructure is when we work with nature as opposed 
to the traditional paradigm of controlling it, and includes things such as restoring 
upland forestry to reduce flooding, or to making pavements more permeable so 
runoff water soaks into the ground to recharge the aquifer.  

 Green infrastructure is meant to be complimentary to existing infrastructure, is 
meant to be less wasteful, and to limit the negative impact of more extreme weather 
events. 

 Management and governance are the two key aspects to water resource 
management. Simply building an urban expanse without consideration for runoff 
and drainage is poor urban planning. Instead urban planners should look for smart 
ways to reduce or attenuate how water runs off and where it can be channelled for 
reuse. Planning, management, capacity is the source of many challenges.  

 Patrick has spent much of his professional life bringing groups of diverse 
stakeholders to consider water resource management issues. He maintains that the 
quality of the process of bringing diverse stakeholders together to discuss these 
issues is key to success. But its expensive to do. When demand is huge and demand 
for environmental services are less, and governments are constrainted, so always in 
crisis management. e.g. the south india groundwater crisis which allowed farmers to 
increase their crops in the short term, making drinking water supplies much less 
sustainable, Tradeoffs, decisions necessary. 

 Green infrastructure can help, but demand will always be greater than resources. 

 But how to get the diverse group of stakeholders together to make decisions on the 
likely tradeoffs that are needed, since there's not enough water to go around 
without care for its use? Patrick stresses that IWRM is less about management but 
more about politics, since decisions are needed that effect society at large. There are 
tools available, for example around inclusive governance and political decision 
making, to help with making choices but it doesn't change the fact that choices need 
to be made. IRC has been involved with making the voice of the poor heard at the 
decision making table, such as with the human rights to water and sanitation. 

 Tools that help with this process include EMPOWERS and WaterSHED that help 
NGOs, and CBOs engage with the process.  

 Data is important here, but collecting, managing and making data available is 
expensive. Engaging with stakeholders amongst uncertainty is difficult, so data helps 
them make decisions amidst this uncertainty. 

 


