
 

 

What are the challenges with funding both at national and at decentralised level? What are the 
limited available public resources being used for? What are the steps that are being taken to increase 
domestic resources (public funding) for the water and sanitation sector? 

Tyhra Kumasi from IRC Ghana, interviewed Mr. Emmanuel Gaze, Director of Technical Services at the 
Community Water and Sanitation Agency (CWSA) and Mr. Owusu Mintah Kwesi, Development 
Planning Office, at the Sunyani West District Assembly.’ 

Watch the video at: http://www.ircwash.org/node/78558 

Emmanuel 
Gaze 

The challenge in the sector is basically about funding.  

• There are competing demands;  
• Donors are gradually not readily available to lend money to the sector; and, 
• Government is also not able to raise the requisite taxes, in the face of other 

competing demands; and, 
• Even tariffs that also assist in financing the sector are also dwindling in the 

face of non-availability of the services to the beneficiaries.
 

Owusu Mintah 
Kwesi 

 

The challenges in financing water and sanitation services sustainably in the 
district include: 

• irregular flow of funds; 
• inadequacy of the funding that is received, as a result of unlimited community 

needs; 
• low size of internally generated revenue, which makes it very difficult for even 

allocated sums to be released to support WASH activities; 
• support leveraged outside takes time to materialise or to be received at the 

district to support the programmes; and in addition, 
• Poor attitude and low responsibility towards water facilities also affect local 

mobilisation of revenues for existing facilities that are being used. 

http://www.ircwash.org/node/78558


 

 

Emmanuel 
Gaze 

The present limited public resources in the water and sanitation sector are being 
spent basically on the investment costs of new infrastructure and also on 
developing processes to govern and guide the proper delivery of WASH services. 
It is also used as part of operational costs for government institutions and staff. 

We are taking steps to increase the domestic resources (public funding) for the 
water and sanitation sub-sector by encouraging the Municipal and District 
Assemblies (MDAs) to generate a little bit more internally generated funds and 
also to prioritise water and sanitation as a priority demand in their communities. 

 

Owusu Mintah 
Kwesi 

The steps the Assembly has taken to improve funding include: 

• Intensification of the collection its internally generated revenue. It is seen as a 
more reliable source if Assembly could give it the needed attention; 

• Secondly community facilities, e.g. existing hand pumps, have been monitored 
and structures managing them have been reconstituted and trained to ensure 
that user fees or internally agreed sums could be collected to take care of 
emergencies with respect to community water facilities; In addition,  

• The Assembly key staff capacities have been built to be able to be able to 
leverage resources from other development partners and private sector 
organisations to additionally help maintain old facilities, broken down facilities 
and take care of future major costs. 

Emmanuel 
Gaze 

A government will have to prioritise all its activities and then based on the priority 
of its activities to see how to channel what resources should go into the water and 
sanitation area. When support partners, like donors, are gradually trying to 
withdraw their services, in the face of our economic growth, that again will assist 
government to prioritise their water and sanitation delivery and it means that the 
taxes that might be collected, quite some sizeable quantities might go into the 
delivery of WASH. 
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