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THE WATER STATUTE, 1995.

A Statuteto provide for the use,protectionandmanagement
ofwater resourcesand supply; to provide for the constitution
ofwater andsewerageauthorities;andto facilitate thedevo-

lutlon of water supply andsewerageundertakings.

DATE OF AssENr~14th December,1995.

DateofCommencement:22nd December,1995.

BE IT ENACTED by the President andNational Resistance
Council as follows:

PARr I—PRELIMINARY.

1. (1)ThisStatute maybe citedastheWater Statute, 1995. Short title
~ndcomnie-

(2) This Statute shall come into force on a date that the ~ce~
Ministermay,by StatutoryIiistrument appoint provided that—

(a) different sectionsmay come into force at different
times;and

(b) no date shall be appointed to bring into force
Division 5 of Part11 unlessthe delegationreferred
to under subsection (3) of section 3 has been
effected.

2. (1) F- this Statute, unless the context otherwise L~L.~-ET
1 w
331 47 m
359 47 l
S
BT


requires-
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“Action Plan” meansthe National Water Action Plan
preparedunderSection16;

“aquifer” includesa geologicalstructureor formation
and an artificial land-fill permeatedor capableof
being permeatedpermanently or intermittently
with water,

“area” includesawater supply areaand seweragearea
or eitherof them asthecasemaybe;

“authorised person” meansa person acting on behalf
of the Minister or the Director to whom powers
havebeendelegatedundersection11 andincludes
an officer, servantor agentof an authority or any
personactingon behalfof the authority;

“authority” includes a water authority or sewerage
authorityor eitherof them asthecasemaybe;

“borehole” includesborehole,well, excavationor other
openingin the groundor any naturalor artificially
constructed or improved underground cavity
which is usedor extendsto an aquifer—

(a) for intercepting,collecting, obtainingor using
grourid water;or

(b) for disposingof any wateror wastebelow the
surfaceof the ground;

“building sewer” in relation to land means any pipe
conduit,undergroundgutter or channelprovided
on that land to conveysewageor tradewaste,but
doesnot includea sewerconnection;

“connectedfittings” include any water closet, urinal,
sink, lavatoiy, bath cistern or other sanitaryfittings;

“Construct” includes alter, improve, maintain and
repair;

8
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“Director” meansthe Director of Water Development;

“domestic sewage” includes faecal matter, urine,
householdslopsand other liquid houserefuse;

“domesticuse” includesusefor thepurposeof—

(a) humanconsumption,washingandcookingby
personsordinarily resident on the land
where the useoccurs,

(b) wateringnot more thanthirty livestockunits,

(c) irrigating asubsistencegarden,and

(d) wateringasubsistencefish pond;

“easement” means a right to enter on land owned or
occupiedby anotherpersonfor all or any of the
following purposes—

(a) to constructworkson or in that land,

(b) to storewateron or in that land,or

(c) to carry water, drainage or waste under,
throughor over that land;

“environment”meansall aspectsof the surroundings of
man including the physical, biological, economic,
cultural and socialaspects;

“groundwater” meansall water occurringor obtained
from below the surface of the ground other than
watercontained in works, not being aborehole, for
the distribution, reticulation, transportation, stor-
age or treatment of water or waste and includes
water occurring in or obtained from any borehole
or aquifer;

“hydrological station” includes gauging, recording, or
monitonngstation or investigationor monitoring
borehole or ancillary works constructed or
installedon land;

9



StatuteNo~9 WaterStatute 1995

“land” includespremises;

“livestock unit” meansa mature animal with a live-
weight of 5(X) kilograms and for the purposesof
this definition—

(a) one beadof cattle shallbe deemedto be 0.7,

(b) onehorseshall be deemedto be 0.6,

(c) onedonkeyshallbedeemedto be 0.4,

(d) one goat shall be deemedto be 0.15,

(e) one sheepshall be deemedto be 0.15,

of a livestock unit.

“main” meansa main pipe forming part of the water
supply systemowned,operated,or constructedby
a water authority and includesany valves,meters,
hydrants, accessshafts, chambersand other fit-
tingsasit maybe necessaryfor proper functioning
of the main pipe;

“Minister” meansthe Minister responsiblefor water or
naturalresources;

“occupier” meansany personin occupationof the land
or any partof the land or premises;

“owner” includes—-

(a) thepersonfor the time being receiving the rent
of the land in connection with which the
word is used,whetheron his own accountor
as agentor trusteefor any other person; or

(b) the personwho would receivethe rent if the
land were let to a tenant;

“performancecontract” meansa contract madeunder
section48;

10
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“person” includesany corporation, authorised officer,
public authority, other legal entity or water users’
group constituted for the purpose of acting as an
authority under this Statute;

“pollute” means directly or indirectly to alter the physical,
thermal, chemical, biological or radioactive
properties of any water soas to render such water
less fit for any beneficialpurposefor which it is, or
may reasonably be used, or to causea condition
which is hazardous or potentially hazardous to
public health, safetyor welfare, or to animals, birds,
fish or aquatic life, or other organismsor to plants
and “pollution” hasacorrespondingmeaning;

“premises” includesany building or structure whetherof
a temporaryor permanentnatureand any vehicle,
or vessel;

“private sewer” includes a privately constructed pipe,
conduit, underground gutter or channel, other than
abuilding sewer,which maybe connectedto apri-
vate sewerageinstallation —

(a) for the conveyanceof sewageor trade waste,or

(b) for other private purposesand not being partof
a public seweragesystemvestedin or con-
structedby asewerage authority;

“private sewerageinstallation” includes privately con-
structed latrine, septic tank or other seweragesys-
tem andall fittings connectedthereto but doesnot
include a building sewer;

“private water pipe” meansany pipe provided by the
owner or occupierof land for the receipt of water
supply but doesnot include a water connectionor
main;

11
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“public autho~ty”includes GovernmentMinister,
government department,statutory authority or
any local governmentbody, including any body
provided for in the Local Governments

Statute No (ResistanceCouncils)Statute,1993;
15 of 1993

“sewer connection”meansa connectionprovided,by
the sewerageauthorityor at theauthority’s direc-
tions for theconveyanceof sewageor tradewaste
betweena building sewerand a sewerat or near
theboundaryof that land;

“seweragearea”meansan areadeclaredassuch under
section69;

“sewerage authority” means a sewerage authority
appointed under section46;

“subsistencefishpond” meansa fish pond appurtenant
to, or used in connectionwith a dwelling or group
of dwellings for subsistenceof the residentsthere-
of, the produce of which is predominantly con-
sumed by the residentsand is not sold or bartered;

“subsistencegarden” means a garden, not exceeding
0.5 hectarei.n area, appurtenantto, or used in con-
nection with, a dwelling or group of dwellings for
the subsistenceof the residentsthereof, the pro-
duce of which is predominantlyconsumedby the
residentsand is not soldor bartered;

“trade waste” meanswastedeclaredto be wasteunder
section68;

“trade waste agreement”meansan agreement made
undersection69 andincludesa tradewasteconsent;

“use” in relation to water, includes to withdraw, pump,
extract,take,useor re-useor to divert for the pur-
poseof using or re-using, that water;

“water” includes-—

12
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(a) water flowing or situatedupon the surfaceof
any land;

(b) waterflowing or containedin—

(i) any river, stream,watercourseor other
naturalcoursefor water,

(ii) any lake,pan, swamp, marshor spring,
whether or not it has beenalteredor
artificially improved;

(c) groundwater,

(d) any sourceof waterreferredto in section26
of the Public Lands Act, 1969;

(e) suchother water asthe .Ministermayfrom time
to time declareto be water;

“waterpermit” meanspermit issuedunderDivision 3;

“Water Policy Committee” means the Committee
establishedundersection9;

“waste” includes sewageandany other matter or thing
whether wholly or partly in solid, liquid or
gaseousstate, which if added to any water, may
causepollution;

“wastedischargepermit” meansapermit grantedunder
section29;

“water authority” means a water authority appointed
under section46;

“water connection”, meansa connectionprovided by a
water authority, or at its direction, for the con-
veyanceofa water supply betweenamainandany
private water pipe constructed on land,at or near
the boundary of that land;

13
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“water supply area” meansan areadeclaredas such
undersection45;

“works” includesanyworks whatever which arerelated
to or may affect the investigation, use, control,
managementor administration of any water or
wasteandany works,excavationsor boreholes—

(a) waterorwastemaybeused,extracted,collected,
diverted,stored,conducted,regulated,con-
trolled, supplied, discharged,treated or
measured;

(b) where land maybe drained;

(c) where flooding or erosionof landor siltationof
water maybe mitigatedor prevented;

(d) partly or wholly situated within or on—

(i) the bed or banksof any watercourse,or

(ii) any other sourceof water,

whereby any structuremay be constructedor protected.

(2) In this Statute,unlessthe contrary intention appears,
a reference to the Statute includes regulations made under the
Statute.

(3) In interpreting this Statute, an interpretation which
promotes the purposesof the Statute must be preferred to one
which doesnot.

Apphcation 3. (1)The Minister may from time to time, by notice in the
Gazettedeclarepartof this Statutenot to apply to an areadefmed
in the notice for a purposedefmedin theWater Action Plan.

(2) Division 5 of Part H shall not be applied until the
National Environment ManagementAuthority, acting under sub-
section (2) of section 7 of the National Environment Mana-

14
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gement Statute, 1995,hasdelegatedto the relevantauthorities
referred to in that Division and on terms acceptableby the of 1995

Minister, its functions—

(a)under section27 andsubsection(2) of section35 of
that Statute; and

(b) in relation to water, of grantingpollution licences
underPartVifi of that Statute.

(4) After delegationhasbeenmadeas is provided under
subsection(3) andDivision 5 hascomeinto effect,if thereis any
conflict betweenthis Statute and the provision of section 27,
subsection(2) ofsection35 or PartVifi oftheNationalEnvironment
andManagementStatute,1995,theprovisionsof this Statuteshall
prevail.

4. The objectivesof theStatute are— Objewve.

(a) to promote the rational managementand use of the
watersof Ugandathrough—
(i) the progressiveintroduction andapplication of

appropriate standardsand techniquesfor the
investigation, use,control, protection, man-
agement and administration of water
resources;

(ii) the co-ordinationof all public and private
activities which may influence the quality,
quantity, distribution,useormanagementof
waterresources;

(iii) theco-ordination, allocation and delegationof
responsibilities among Ministers and public
authorities for the investigation,use,control,
protection,managementor administration of
water resources;

(b) to promotetheprovision of aclean, safeand suffi-
cient supplyof waterfor domesticpurposesto all
persons;

15
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(c) to allow for theorderly developmentanduseof water
resourcesfor purposesother than domestic use,
suchas,thewateringof stock,, irrigation andagri-
culture, inthistrial, commercialand mining USeS,

the generation of hydroelectric or geothermal
energy, navigation,fishing, preservationof flora
and fauna andrecreationin wayswhichminimise
harmfuleffectsto the environment;

(d) to controlpollution and to promotethesafestorage,
treatment,dischargeand disposal of waste which
may pollute water or otherwiseharmthe environ-
ment and humanhealth.

PART 11—-WATER RESOURCES.

DWISION 1—RIGHTS IN WATER AND WATER

ADMINISTRATION.
Rghtsin Water

Rights in 5. All right to investigate,control, protect and manage
water in Ugandafor any use, is vested in the Government and

Govemn~nt shall be exercisedby the Minister and the Director in accordance
with the provisionsof this Partof the Statute.

Intereststo 6. (1) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, no
person shall acquire or have a right to—

theStatute

(a) usewater;
(b) construct or operate any works; or

(c) cause or allow any waste to come into contact,
whether directly or indirectly, with arty water;
other than under the provisions of this Part of the
Statute.

(2) At the commencementof this Statute—

(a) no person shall sink any well or useany waterpur-
suant to section 33 of the Mining Act without a
permit to undertakeworks or a water permil as

16
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may be required by the Minister or Regulations
madeunderthis Statute;

(b) no consent for alluvial or river locations under
Section43 of theMining Act shall be givenwith-
out the prior writtenapprovalof the Minister and
any consentgiven shall be subjectto conditions
that the Minister mayrequire;

(c) referenceto the Minister undersection58 of the
Mining Act shallbe deemedto be a referenceto
the Minister underthis Partof the Statute;

(d) all powersto grantany permitor right to usewater
underPartIV of the Mining Act shallberevoked
and any permit or right purportedto be granted
under that Partshall thereafter,haveno effect;

(e) the provisions of section42 dealingwith worksand
usesexisting before the commencementof this
Statuteshall apply to existingpermits and rights to
usewater grantedunder PartIV of theMining Act
exercised by the Minister and the Director in
accordancewith the provisions of this Statute.

7. (1) Subject to Section8 a personmay—
rigI~zto uie

(a) while temporarilyat any place; or

(b) beingtheoccupierof or a resident on any land,
where there is a natural source of water, use that water for
domestic use,fighting fire or irrigating a subsistencegarden.

(2) In addition to the right to water under subsection(1)
the occupier of land or resident on land may, with the approval
of the authority responsiblefor the area, useany water under the
land occupied by him or is resident on or any land adjacent to
that land.

(3) The rights under subsections(1) and (2) do not per
seauthoriseapersonto construct any works.

17
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Limitation 8. (1) The Minister may, in relation to any water source,
where the situation sorequires, by notice published in a manner

appropriate for the area as theMinister may seefit—

(a) prescribe places from which water may be extracted
for use;

(b) prescribethe time andmanner in which water maybe
used;

(c) at times of shortageor anticipated shortage—

(i) regulate water to be usedfor particularpurposes;or

(ii) regulate, restrict or prohibit the application of a
water pennit, waste discharge permit or other
permit or licence issuedunder this Part of the
Statute;

(iii) on the advice of the water Policy Committee,
declareany part of Ugandato be a controlled
areaandestablish a comprehensiveandinter-
gratedplan for managingland,water andother
naturalresourceswithin that area;

(d) temporarilyor permanentlyprohibit the useof water
from a given sourceon healthgrounds;

(e) requireanypersonto takemeasures,asmaybespeci-
fied in the notice, to avoid, reduceor repair dam-
ageto a sourceof wateror neighbouringlandfrom
the wateringof stock.

(2) No personshall extract water unless authorised
under thisPartof theStatute.

(3)Water shall be deemedto havebeenextractedif there
existson the land in question any pipe, channel. tank or other
meansof extracting water.

18
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Water Policy Committee.

9. (1) There shallbe a Water Policy Committeeconsisting Water
of— Policy

Committee

(a) the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry responsible
for Water Resources;

(b) the Executive Director, National Environment

ManagementAuthority;

(c) the Director responsiblefor irrigation;

(d) the Director responsible for Animal Industry and
Fisheries;

(e) the Commissionerresponsiblefor Industry;

(f) theCommissionerresponsiblefor hydro-power;

(g) one District ResistanceCouncil Chairman;

(h) one ChiefAdministrative Officer;

(i) theManaging Director, National Water and Sewerage
Corporation;

U) two persons having special qualificationsor experi-
encerelevant to the functions of the Water Policy
Committee;

(k) the Director of Water Development.

(2) The Minister shall appoint the members specified
under paragraphs (g) (h) and (j) of subsection(1) who shall hold
office for a period of three years.

(3) The officers who are members of the Water Policy
Committee by virtue of their offices shall not delegate.their
powers under this Committee.

(4) The PermanentSecretaryofthe Ministry responsible
for Natural Resourcesshallbe theChairman ofthe Water Policy
Committee.
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(5) The Director shall be the Secretaryof the Water
Policy Committee.

(6) The Minister shall appoint a Deputy Chairmanof
the Water Policy Committee from among the members of the
committee.

(7) The Water Policy Committee mayco-opt any person
to the committeeas it mayrequirefor theproperdischargeofits
functions.

(8) TheDirectorateof WaterDevelopment,Ministry of
NaturalResourcesshall be the Secretariatof the Water Policy
Committee.

~thoss of 10. The functions of theWaterPolicy Committeeshallbe—

(a) to assisttheMinister in the co-ordination of hydro-
logical andhydrogeologicalinvestigations;

(b) to co-ordinate the preparation, implementation,
andamendmentof theWaterAction Planandto
recommendthesameto the Minister;

(c) at the requestof the Minister, to adviseany other
Minister who mayrequestadviceon—

(i) issuesof policy relevant to investigations,use,
control, protection, managementor adminis-
trationof water;

(ii) any other issuethat may be referredto it;

(d) whether on requestor otherwise,to review the law
relating to water and advisethe Minister on aILy
amendmentsthatmayberequiredfor theimprove-
mentor betteradministrationof that law;

(e) to advise the responsible Minister as the casemay
require,on any disputebetweenagenciesinvolved
in water management that may be referred to it;

20
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(f) to undertakeany other functions conferredupon it
under this Statuteor referredto it from time to
time.

11. (1) The Ministermay, in writing, delegateall or any of DeIeiW

his powers or functions under this Part of the Statute other ~

than— ~

(a) powersconferredby this section;

(b) powerto makeregulations;

(c) powerto fix chargesor fees;and

(d)powerto determineappeals.

(2) Delegationunder subsection(1) maybein relationto
a matteror classof mattersor to a partof Uganda.

(3) The Minister may in writing, revoke a delegation
undersubsection(1) and the fact that the Minister hasdelegated
a power or function shallnot prevent him from exercising that
power or function.

(4) Powersand functions delegatedunder subsection(1)
shall be exercisedor performedin accordance with the condi-
tions setout in the instrument of delegation.

(5)A delegateunder this sectionshall haveall necessary
power to exercisethe powers or functions delegatednotwith-
standing that thedelegatewould not be legally empowered,were
it not for theprovisions of this section.

(6) A delegateexercising thepowers and functionsdel-
egatedunder this sectionmay receivewritten or oral submissions
from any personon any matterwithin the delegation.

(7) Where in the exerciseof a power or performingof a
function the opinion or discretionof the Minister is requiredthe
delegatemay, unless thecontrary intention appears,exerciseor
perform the power or function upon his own opinion or discre-
tion as the casemayrequire.
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(8) Where there is a conflict betweenmatters to which
regardhasto be madeunder this Statute and the instrument of
delegation,the personacting on behalfof the Minister or an
authorisedpersonmay apply to the Minister for directionsand
theMinistershall issuedirectionswithin fourteendaysof receiv-
ing the request and the directions shall be binding on the appli-
cant who may publish such directions as he may seefit.

DIVISION 2—WATER RESOURCEPLANNING.

Inventoryof WaterResources.

Water 12. (1) The Director, may provide for—
resources

::st1~ (a) the collection, collation and analysis of data con-
cerning the occurrence,flow, characteristics,
quality and use of any water or waste;

(b) the systematicgaugingandrecordingofrainfall andof
the volume,flow andqualityofother water or waste;

(c) theconstruction,operationandremovalof gauging,
recordingarid monitoring stationsand investiga-
tion andmonitoringboreholes;

(d) thesamplingandanalysisof any waterorwaste.

(2) TheDirectormaydo anythingnecessaryor expedient
for or in connectionwith theexerciseof thepowersconferredby
subsection(1).

Ministei~s 13. (1) The Director may, by regulation or by notice served

require on any person,requireany classor typeof persons,or theperson

records,etc on whom noticeis served,asthecasemaybe, to—
(a) keepandmaintainrecords;

(b) inst~.ll,operateandmaintainequipment;

(c) takesamples,disposeof themin a mannerandsubmit
them to suchanalysisby such personor class of
persons;
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(d) provide information to a person,

concerning the investigation, use,control, protection, manage-
mentor administration of any waterorconcerningany waste,as
maybe prescribedin the regulation or notice.

(2) Anything requiredto be doneby a regulationmade
or a notice given under subsection (1) shall be done at the
expenseof thepersonto whom thenoticeor regulationapplies,
unlesstheMinisterotherwisedetermines.

(3) A personwho contravenesorfails to comply with or
causeor allow any personto contraveneor fail to comply with
this sectioncommitsan offence.

(4) Any personwho furnishesany information under
this sectionor who causesor allows any statementorrepresen-
tationto be made,whichhe knows to be falseor misleadingin a
materials-particularcommitsan offence.

14. (1) The Director, an authonsedperson or public author- Powerto

ity may enter and remain on land for purposes of performing ~

functionsor exercisingpowers conferred under this Partof the gatewater

Statuteand may take such measuresand constructor operate resources

worksasmay be necessaryfor investigation,use,control,pro-
tection,managementor administration of water.

(2) Subjectto section33 an authorisedpersonmayenter
any land for the purposeof investigatingwater resourcesand
may—

(a) constructworks;

(b) install and equipgauging,recordingandmonitoring
stations;

(c) investigateor monitor boresand ancillary works on
any land;

(d)makesurveys;

(e) takemea.~urementsorsamples;
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W makealterationsor removeany of theabove.

(3)Whateveris attachedto landdoesnotbecomepartof
landfor thepurposeso1~’giving theowneror occupierof land a
pmprietoryinterestin it.

ig~ion~ 15. In exercisingthepowersundersubsection(1)of section
0. c~zyOf 14 theauthorisedpersonshall—

(a) co-operateasmuch as possiblewith the ownerand
occupierof theland;

(b) causeaslittle harmandinconvenienceaspossible;

(c) stay on the land only for as long as is reasonably
necessary;

(d) removefrom the land, on completinganyworks, all
plant machinery,equipment,goodsor buildings
broughton to the land, other thananything that
the owner or occupier of the land agreesmay be
left there;

(e) leave thelandasnearlyaspossiblein thecondition

in which ii wasprior to entrybeingmade.

National WaterAction Plan.

N~ioiia1 16. (1) TheMinister may,on thebasisofdataprogressively
generatedunder water resourcesinvestigations,require the
WaterPolicy Committeeto—

(a) co-ordinate thepreparation,revision,and keeping-
up-to-dateof a comprehensiveactionplan for the
rnvestigation,use,control, protection,manage-
mentandadministrationofwaterfor thenation;

(b) rc~ommendan actionplanandrevisionof the snnc.

(2) The Minister shall submit the action plan
recommendedto him undersubsection(1) to Cabinetwith his
zecommendationswithin twentyonedaysofreceivingit
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(3) The componentsof the action plan and procedures
for its preparation, revision andrecommendationsto andconsid-
eration by theMinistermay be as prescribedby theMinister and
if the Minister doesnot prescribe,asmaybedeterminedby the
Water Policy Committee.

17. (1) After approvalby Cabinet, the Minister shall by Action Plan

legal notice issuethe action plan which shall be binding to all adheredto
persons and public authorities.

(2) The action plan may, from time to time specify the
typesof activities, developmentsor works which may not be
donewithout—

(a) prior approvalof the Water Policy Committee;or

(b) prior amendmentof the action plan.

DIVISION 3—HYDRAULIC WORKS AND USESOF WATER.

18. (1) No personshall constructor operateany works coi~micnon

unlessauthorised to do sounder this Partofthe Statute. of works

(2) A personwishing to construct any works or to take
and usewater mayapply to the Director in the prescribedform
for a permitto do so.

(3) The Directorshall, on receipt of an application under
subsection (1) give public notice of the application in the pre-
scribed manner.

(4) The Directormay, aftertaking into consideration any
objection that mayberaisedand afterconsultation with any per-
son or public authority as he mayseefit, grant a permit to the
applicant.

(5) TheDirectormaygrantthepermit undersub-section
(4) onconditions that he maythink& andsuchconditionsmay—

(a) require the paymentof feesor chargesthatmay be

prescribedunder this Statute;
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(b) specify the way in which land wherewateris used
underthewaterpermitis to be drained;

(c) require the personto whom thepermit is grantedto
makecompensationto any other person.

(6) Subject to article 26 of the Constitutioncompensa-
tion under paragraph (5) (c) shall be in a mannerprescribedby
the Minister.

(7) A grantof an application under thissectiondoesnot
imply any representationor guaranteeby theDirector, authorised
person or public authority that water will be available at the
place.

ExemPtion 19. Subject to guidelines establishedby the Minister from
time to time, the Director mayexempt—

(a) a public authority; or

(b) a classof personsor works;

from all or any of theprovisions of sub-section(1) of section 19
on such conditions as he maydeem fit.

Standard 20. A holder of a permit issuedunderthis Division of the
COnditiOns Statuteshall—

(a) not causeor alLow any water to be polluted;

(b) prevent damageto the source from which water is
taken,or to which wateris dischargedafteruse;

(c) takeprecautionsto ensurethat no activities on the
land where water is usedresults in the accumula-
tion of any substancewhich mayrender water less
fit for the purposefor which it maybe reasonably
used;
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(d) observeconditionsprescribedby regulationsmade
underthis Statute; and

(e) observeany specialcondition that maybe attachedto
thepermit.

21.Whereundersection18, apermit is grantedsubjectto a Inspection

condition that the works shall for purposes of this Statute be of works

inspectedand approvedby an authorisedperson,the inspection,
approval or certificate givenby the authorisedpersonshall not—

(a) be deemedto imply that the works are properly
designedor constructed; or

(b) supportor justify any claim againsttheGovernment,
public authority or authorisedpersonin connec-
tion with the works.

DIVISION 4—REVISION, VARIATION AND CANCELLATION
OF WATER PERMiTS.

22. (1) Wherein theopinionof the Directorthewater avail- Suspeiision

ablein anareais, or is likely to become,insufficientin quantity ~
or quality for the needsof the personsusing or seekingto useit P~m1t

from that source,the Director may, by notice in writing to the
holder of a water permit for that area,suspendor vary the water
permit.

(2) The Director may imposeconditions to any permit
varied, suspendedor grantedunder subsection(1) including
requiring compensationto a holder of a water permitby another
holderof awaterpermit.

(3) Subjectto article26 of theConstitution,compensa-
tion under subsection(1) shall be as is prescribedunder this
Statute.

23. The Director may specify thequantity ofwater that may Quantifi-

be takenundera permit where thepermit doesnot specify the ~ fi~r

quantity. permit
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Duration 24. (1) The Director may specify the duration of a pennit
0 water where it is not specifiedin thepermit.

(2) Unless the Director determinesotherwise, the
Director shallnot, undersubsection(1) specify a dateless than
two yearsfrom the date of theDirector’s specification.

Cancellation 25. The Director may cancela water permit where in his
ofapermit opinion the holder of a water permithas—

(a) failed to comply with any expressor implied conch-
tion to which thewater permitis subject;

(b) takenor usedmore water than he is entitled to take
in any period;

(c) takenor usedwater for a purposeother thanthat for

which he is entitled;
(d) failed to comply with any provisionof this Statute;

(e) not madefull beneficialuseof the permitwithin the
two precedingyears.

Cancellation 26. (1) Subject to section 33, where the Director is of the
~ opinion that in order to makewater availablefor a public pur-
for apubhc poseit is necessaryto cancelor vary awaterpermit, the Director

may cancelor vary the water permit.

(2) TheMinister may, by notice in the Gazette, declare
any purposeto be a public purposefor purposeof this section.

Surrender 27. On the application of the holder of a waterpermit, the
Directormayvary thepermit or anyconditionattachedto a permit.

DWISION 5—WASTEDISCHARGEPERMITS.

edar~ioa 28. (1) The Minister may, in any areaprescribe—

(a) wastewhich maynot be discharged;or

(b) tradeswhich may not dischargewaste;or
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(c) classesof premisesor particular premisesfrom
which wastemay not be discharged,

directly or indirectly into any waterexceptin accordancewith a
wastedischargepermit.

(2) A personwho—

(a) is responsiblefor theproduction,storage,discharge
ordeposit of any waste;

(b) is engagedin any trade;

(c) owns or occupiesany premises,

prescribedundersub-section(1) shall not causeor permit any
waste to be discharged directly or indirectly, into any water,
exceptin accordancewith a wastedischargepermit.

(3) A personwho contravenessub-section(2) commits
an offence.

29. (1) A personwishing to dischargewastemay applyto the App~c~on

Directorfor awastedischargepermit in theprescribedmanner.

(2)The Director shall, on receipt ofan application under ~

subsection(1) give public noticeof the applicationmadein the
prescribedmanner.

(3) Any personwith an interest in the outcomeof an
applicationmadeunderthis sectionmaygivenoticeofobjection
to the Director in a mannerandwithin thetime prescribed.

(4) The Director shall consider every application and
objection thereto and, after consultations with any persons or
public authorities which he seesfit, maygrantthepermiton such
termsandconditions as he seesfit.

(5) The Water Policy Committee, at the requestof the
Minister or on its own initiative, may prepare guidelinesor con-
ditions concerning waste discharge permits and recommend
themto theMinister.
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(6) The Minister shall considerthe recommendations
madeunder subsection(5) andmay prescribetherecommended
guidelinesor conditions asthecasemayrequire,with or without
amendments.

(7)Withoutlimiting theprovisionsof subsection(4), the
conditionsof any wastedischargepermit may—

(a) specify,restrictor prohibit certaintypes,volumesor
concentralions of wastewhich may be produced,
stored, dischargedor deposited;

(b) specify the mannerin which wasteis to be stored,
treated, dischargedor otherwisedealtwith;

(c) requiretheholder,at his own cost,to install pollution
control ot waste Iseatmentequipmentof a type
specifiedby theDirectorandto operatethatequip-
ment in a mannerdeterminedby the Directoi;

(d) requirethe holderto takemeasuresspecifiedby the
Director for the purposeof minimising thepossi-
bility of pollution occurring as a result of any
activity conductedor proposedto be conductedon
landownedor occupiedby the holder;

(e) requirethe holder,at his own cost,to provide rnoni-
toring equipmentspecifiedby the Director;

W requiretheholder, at his ownexpense,to carryout a
monitoring programmespecifiedby the Director
and to provide the Director with information and
data relating to the characteristics,volume and
effectsof waste being produced,stored, treated,
discharged,depositedor otherwisedisposedof;

(g) require theholder to do or causeto be doneany other
act or thing specified by the Director which the
Director considers necessary for protecting the
environmentor preventing, controllingor abating
pollution.
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(8) The Director may, at the request of a holder of a
wastedischargepermit,amendthe termsof the permit.

(9) The Director may, at any time, amend the terms of,
suspendthe operation of, or cancela wastedischargepermit if,
in his opinion, it is necessaryto protect the environmentor to
prevent the pollution of any water.

30. (1) Wherethe Directorproposesto amend the termsof Reference

a waste discharge permit, he shall refer the proposal, together ~j’~
with acopy or summaryofthe application andappropriate plans, autlionties.

specificationsand other information—

(a) to public authorities or persons that may be pre-
scribed by regulation; and

(b) to any other public authority which or personwho
may be directly affectedby activities pursuantto
the proposedamendment,

and shall take further StepS that maybe prescribedconcerning
the public advertisement of, and objections to, the proposed
amendment.

(2) A public authority or personto which a proposal is
referredundersub-section(1) shall inform the Director in writ-
ing within thirty days afterthe dayon which the proposalwas
referred—

(a) whether the proposal is supportedor whether there
are objectionsto it;

(b) whether, and if so what, special terms should be

includedin theproposedpermitor amendment.

(3) The Directiy ahall—

(a) take into ~count any reportandcomn~ntsreceived
undersubsection(2); and
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(b) refuseto grantthe proposedpermit or makethe pro-
posedamendmentif a competentpublic authority
or personsubmitsa written reportobjecting to the
proposalon thegroundsthat public health is likely
to be endangeredby the proposedpermitor amend-
ment.

Prohibition 31. (1)A personcommitsan offencewho, unlessauthorised
of Pollution underthis Partof theStatute,causesor allows—

(a) wasteto comeinto contactwith any water;

(b) waste to be discharged directly or indirectly into
water;

(c) water to be polluted.

(2) Theprovisionsof subsection(1) shallapply to per-
mits grantedand works constructedbefore the commencement
of this Statute.

(3) In any proceedingsfor an offenceunder sub-section
(1) proof of theexistenceof a drain,pond, dumpor other means
whereby waste may be conveyed,retainedor deposited as to
come into contact,directly or indirectly, with water, shall be
primafacie evidenceof pollution of that water.

(4) A person or public authority contravening theprovi-
sionsof subsection(1) through which damageis caused,shall be
liable to pay thecostof remedyingthe damagecausedandrein-
stating theenvironment, asfar asis possible,to the condition that
would haveexistedif the damagewasnot caused.

(5) Whereapersonor authorityfails to comply with the
provisions of subsection(4) the Ministermay—

(a) apply to courtfor an enforcementof thecompliance
with provision;or

(b) enter any land and takesuch measuresasmay be
necessaryto ensurecompliancewith theprovisions.
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(6) In any proceedingsunder~subsection(5) the court
may, on application by the Minister, require that personor
authority to pay into court a sumnot being less thaneighty per
centofthe costestimatedby theMinister of remedyingthedam-
agecausedandreinstatingof theenvironment.

DIVISION 6—MISCELLANEOUSPROVISIONSFOR PART II.

-32. (1) The Minister may, by notice in the Gazettefix fees Chargassad

andchargesfor— 1-.

(a) servicesprovided by the Minister, the Director, a
public authority or authorisedpersonunder this
Partof the Statute;

(b) the taking or useof waterunderawaterpermit granted
under this Partof the Statute;or

(c) thedischargeofwasteunder a wastedischarge permit
grantedunderthis Partofthe Statute.

(2) Chargesand fees fixed under subsection(1) shall be
in accordance with pricing policies established by the Water
Action Plan or other policy as may be determined by the
Government.

(3) The Director may levy anddemand charges or fees

fixed by theMinister undersubsection(1).

33. (1)Wheredamageis causedto land through theexercise Damage

of powersconferred upon the Minister, the Director or an autho-
rised officer by this Statute,Governmentshall compensateall etc • to be

partieshaving an interestin that land.

(2) For purposesof this section damage to land
includes—

(a) deprivationof possessionof thesurfaceland;

(b) damageto thesurfaceof landandany improvements,
treesor crops;
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(c) damageto stock;and

(d) all consequentialdamage.

(3) Compensationunderthis sectionmaybe—

(a) in form of’ money;

(b) provisionof alternativesupply of water;

(c) exchangeof land for anotherpieceof public land if
the land lost was under the Land Reform Decree
1975;or

(d) any other type of compensationwhich the Minister
may considerappropriate.

(4) In calculaling monetary compensation—

(a) for damageto land under this section;

(b) in respectof compulsory acquisition of any interest
in land,

no amount shall be paid in respectof the taking or useof water
on,adjacentto or beneaththat land,unlessthee~ectof that taking
or use is to deprive the owner or occupierof the right to use
waterconferredby section8; or any water permit granted under
this Partof the Statute.

Rcgis~rot 34. (1) The Director shall maintaina registerof all permits
~ grantedandany works or usesof water registered under thisPart

of the Statute andshall recordtherein—

(a) any variation,modification, SUSPenSIOnOf cancellation
thereof; and

(b) any easementcreatedover land.

(2) The Director may provideextractsfrom theregister
mpintainedunder subsection(1)to anypersonwho appliesin the
prescribedmanner.
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(3) An extractfrom the register, certified to be under the
hand of the Director, shall be—

(a) admissibleevidencein all court proceedingswithout
furtherproof unlessproved otherwise; and

(b) primafacie evidenceofthe facts recordedtherein.

35. The Minister may, on the advice of the Water Policy
Committeefrom time to time,prescribeguidelinesto be followed
by the Director, authorisedperson,or public authority while
exercisingtheirpowersunderthis Partof the Statute.

36. (1) The holder of a waterpermit who wishesto bring easemci~.

water to, or drainwaterfrom, his landoverland ownedor occu-
pied by another personmayapply to theDirectorfor thecreatien
of an easementover that land if he has beenunable to obtain
easementby agreementwith the owneror occupierof that land.

(2) The holder of a wastedischarge permit who wishes
to drain waste from his land over land owned or occupied by
anotherpersonmay apply to the Director for the creation of an
easementover that land if he has beenunableto obtaineasement
by agreementwith theowner or occupier of that land.

(3) On receiving the application under subsection(1) or
(2) the Director shall in a prescribedmanner, give notice to the
owner, occupier or any other personhaving an interest in that
land.

(4) A person having any objection to an appitcation
made under subsection(1) or (2)maygive notice ofobjection to
the Director in a manner and within theperiodthat may bepre-
scribed.

(5) Subject to section35 andafter giving a hearing to all
personshaving an interestIn the land, including theapplicant,
who wish to be heard the Director maycreatean easementover
that land in theprescribedform asmaybe appropriate.
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(6) An easementunder subsection (5) may makeprovi-
sionfor—

(a) theconstructionof work necessaryto carrywateror
wasteacrossthat land;

(b) constructionof fences,bridges,crossingsor other
works on that land;

(c) the amountof compensation,if any, to be paidto the
owner, occupieror other person having interest in
that land;

and thepersonhaving theeasementshall comply with the provi-
sions.

(7) Any personaggrievedby thedecisionof the Director
undersubsection(6) mayappealto the High Court againstthe
decision, if the decisionwasmadewithout his consent.

(8) If a personhaving an easementfails to comply with
the provisions of subsection (6) the Director may cancel the
easementandnotify that 1:ersonand theRegistrarof Titles.

(9) if the personhaving an easementfails to maintain
any works he constructedunder this section,the owner or occu-
pier of the land on which the works aresituatedmaymaintainor
repair the works andrecover the reasonablecostsas a civil debt
from the person having theeasement.

(10) Any compensationdue under this section which
remains unpaid for an unreasonableperiodmaybe obtainedasa
civil debt.

(11) An easementcreatedunder this section terminates
six months after the date of creation, unlessit is registered with
the Registrar of Titles.

Inspeclion 37. An authorised personmay enter land for purposesof—
of land in
rel5flontO (a) inspectingworksor useof water;or

(b) takingsamplesormaking tests,to fmd out whether—
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(i) wateris beingwasted,misusedorpolluted;

(ii) the terms of any water permit, wastedischarge
permitor any otherpermitgrantedunderthis
Partof theStatuteare beingcompliedwith;

(iii) an offenceis being committedagainstthis Part
oftheStatute,or theStatuteis otherwisebeing
compliedwith.

38. (1) Exceptasotherwiseprovidedunderthis Statuteany General

personaggrievedby a decisionof theDirector,authorisedperson
or public authoritymadeunderthis Partof the Statutemaywith-
in onemonth appeal to theMinisterin a prescribedmanner.

(2) A personwho failed without reasonablecauseor
neglectedto exercisehis rightof objectionunderthis Partof the
Statuteshall not havearight to appealundersubsection(1).

39. (I) Any person who— oflences.

(a) causesor allows water to be wasted,misused,or
without reasonablecause,excessivelyconsumed;

(b) takesor useswaterfor apurposeotherthanprovided
by thewaterpermit;

commits an offence.

(2) A personcommitsan offencewho—

(a) assaults, threatens,resists, obstructs, hinders or
delays the authorisedpersonor a public authority
in the performanceof any functionor duty under
this Partof the Statute;or

(b) allows or encouragesanother personto do anyof the
actsunderparagraph(a).

(3) Wherea personis convictedundersub-section(2)
theCourt may in additionto any otherpenalty,orderthat person
to pay, by way of compensation,any personwho mayhavesuf-
feredany damageas a result of theactionfor which that, person
is convicted.
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(4) A person commitsan offencewho—

(a) interferes;

(b) attempts to interfere; or

(c) allows anotherperson to interfere;

with any hydrological station.

(5) Anyperson who contravenesany oftheprovisionsof
this Partof theStatute commits an offence.

Penalties 40. (1) Any person convictedof an offenceunder this Part
of the Statutefor which no otherpenalty is providedshall be
liable to a term of imprisonment of not more than five years or
to a fine of not more than six million shillings and shall be
liable to a fine of one million shillings for everyday during
which the offenceis continued.

(2)Whereunderthis Partpenalty is providedfor acon-
tinuing or subsequentoffence,the penalty shall apply—

(a) in thecaseofa continuing, offence,if thepersoncon-
tinues to contravene the provision for which he
wasconvictedafter the date on which he wascon-
victed; or

(b) in the caseof a subsequentoffence if that person
contravenesthesameprovision for which he was
convicted earlier.

Prote~ion 41. Except as expressly provided under this Part of the
from lisbth Statute,the Minister, Director, or authorised officer shall not be

personallyliableforany actdone or omissionmadem good faith in
theexerciseofthefunctionsanddutiesunderthisPartofthe Statute.

T~S1UO~1 42. (1) All works lawfully constructed and all permits delt
penOdand with under this Part of the Statute which were lawfully issued
existing
worksand before the commencementof this Statute shall be deemed to

have been issuedunder this Statute andany suchworks or per-
mit shall be registeredin the mannerand within the period
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prescribedby regulationsand the Minister may, in relation to
that works or permit exerciseall powersconferredupon him
underthis Partof theStatute.

(2) Wherea personfails to registerhis permit or works
within the period prescribedby the Minister, his water permitor
permit for works shall lapse and shall only use water or the
worksalterobtaininga waterpermit orpermitto constructworks
under this Partof the Statute.

43. While exercising his powers and function under this necisionto

Statute, the Minister, Director, authorised person or any other
person shall have regard to— lives

(a) the objectiveof this Statute.

(b) any relevant international agreement regulating the
useof water to which Ugandais a party;

(c) the provisions of the Water Action Plan;

(d) any policy of the Government concerning the de-
central isation of adrn~üstrativeresponsibilities;

(e) any guidelinesprescnbedby the Minister ui~derthis
Partof theStatute; and

W any delegation that may have been made by the

Minister.
44. (1) The Director may by notice in writing servedon any DireCtor’s

person, require that person, within the periodspecified in the p~WC~t~

notice, to do or not to do any thing or to take such measuresor
constructor removeworks that may, in the opinion of the
Director, be necessaryor desirable for the investigation, use,
control, protection, managementor administration of water.

(2) Whereapersonfails to comply with a noticeserved
under subsection(1), the Director may enter any land and take
such measures,construct or removesuchworks as are necessary
to ensurecompletecompliancewith the notice and may recover
reasonablecostsof sodoing from that person.
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PART Ill—%~AThRSUPPLY AND SEWERAGE.

DIVISION 7—WATERAND SEWERAGEAREAS AND
AUTHORiTIES, AND USER GROUPS AND ASSOCIATIONIS.

Declaration 45. (1)TheMinistermay, forpurposesof this Part,by notice
~ publishedin theGazette,declareany areato be—

(a) a water supply area; or

(b) a seweragearea.

(2) A noticemadeundersubsection(1) shall declarethe
boundariesof an areaby any meansthat is mostd’escriptiveof
the areaorby referenceto eitheror both of—

(a) surveycoordinates,or

(b) distancesfrom one or more prominentphysicalfea-
tures.

Appoint- 46. (1) TheMinister shall by notice publishedin theGazette
mciii of
wateror or other form of publication most appropriate for the area,
sewerage appoint any personor public ,hody to be—
authorities 4

(a) a water authority for any water supplyareadeclared
under section45.

(b) a sewerageauthority for any sewerageareadeclared
undersection45.

(2)TheMinister may appointundersubsection(1) a person,
or existing public authority togetherwith any other personor
persons named by the Minister.

Functionsof 47. (1) Thefunctionsof an authorityshall be—

w~rend

~ociUes
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(a) to providewatersupplyservicesfor domestic,stock,
horticultural, industrial, commercial,recreational,
environmental and other beneficial uses as is
required by the declaration establishing the
authorityor theperformancecontract;

(b) to managethewaterresourcesentrustedto it;

(c) to provide andmanagesewerageservicesasmay be
requiredby thedeclarationorperformancecontract.

(d) to give effect to any directionby theMinister relating
to wateror sewerage;and

(e) to do anythingconnectedor incidental to the above

(2) In the exerciseof its functions, an authority shall
endeavourt~provide its services to the ~tent and standiuds
determinedby theMinister andprovidethoseservices—

(a) in a mannerwhich is most beneficial to the people
of Uganda;

(h) efficiently andeconomically;

(c) in a socially andenvironmentallyresponsiblemanner;
and

(d) in consultationwith appropriatepublic authonties
andrelevantcommunitygroups.

(3) In all its functions, an authority shall adhere to all
relevantstipulationsset out in Divisions 3, 4, 5 and 6 of Part II
of this Statute.
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Perfor- 48. (1) TheMinister shall enterinto performancecontracits

~ts with each authority appointedby him and the contractshall

includeamongotherthings---

(a) terms of referenceof the authority relating to u.s
rights andobligations;

(b) the extentof the authority’sinterestin any land, or
worksconstructedorfinancedby theGovernment
or works constructedby the authority;

(c) terms of reference of the authority relating to the
operationsof theauthority in theexercisingof its
functions;

(d) provisionsunderthis partof theStatute,if any, that
will not apply to theauthority;

(e) the period of thecontract; and

(t) any other information or matter that the Minister and
the anthority may find necessatyfor the better
operationsof theauthority.

(2) In theperformanceof the contract an authorityshall
makea report to the Ministeron the achievementsof the authority
sincethe making of thecontract or the last report by the author-
ity at such intervals and in a manner that the Minister may pre-
scribein relationto that authority.

(3) TheDirectormayexercisesuchfunctionsin relation

to a performance contract as may be specified:

(a) in that performancecontract;or

(b) by the Minister,

including any power to superviseor inspectthe activitiesof an
authority and report his findings to theMinister.
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(4) No contractshall dispensewith or qualify any duty
or obligation imposedupon an authority underPart II of this
Statuteor any otherlaw.

(5) TheMinistermay, from time to time, give directions
to any authority on general policy and the authority shall give
effectto suchpolicy.

49. Thesupplyofany servicesby an authorityto any person Service

shall be a discretion of the authority but where the authority ~

choosesto supplyservicesthewaterorotherservicequality shall
bethatrequiredby regulationsor by a performancecontractwith
theauthority.

WaterUser GroupsandAssociations.

50. (1) A setof individualsorhouseholdsmay form aWater Water User

UserGroupandcollectivelyplanandmanagepointsourcewater
supply systemin their area. Samtatiori

Committee

(2) A WaterUserGroupmaycollectrevenuefrom per-
sonsusing the water supply systemfor themaintenanceof the
systemandthetariffs to be collectedunderthis subsectionshall
be approved by the Director.

(3) A Water User Group shall operatethrough a Water

andSanitationCommitteewhich shallbe—

(a) theexecutiveorganof theGroup;and

(b) in additionto watersupply, responsiblefor sanitation
andhygienein thearea.

51. (1) Wherea water supplysystemis establishedby and Water User

is serving more than one Water User Group, eachoperating Associa-

through a Water and SanitationCommittee, the Committees
involved shall form a Water UserAssociationwhich shall consist
ofagreedrepresentativeofeachCommittee.
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(2) Association formedunder subsection(1) shall man-
agethewatersystemand may with theapprovalof theDirector
set tariffs andcollect revenuefor the maintenanceof the system.

Associa- 52. (1) Water andSanitation Committeesand Associations
~ shall operateunder thedirection of the Director of Directorate of
to work Water Development.
under
Director (2) Local authorities may organise the formation of

Water UserGroups and Associationswithin their jurisdiction.

DIVISION 8—WATER SUPPLY.

Supplyfor Private andPublicPurposes.

Construc- 53. (1) A waterauthoritymayacquire,constructoroperate
of works for the supply of water.

Works -

(2) Works acquired, constructed or operated under this
sectionmay be situated within or outside the areafor which the
authority is appointed.

(3)An authority may alter thecapacityor location ofany
works and may temporarily or permanentlydiscontinuetheuse
of any works generally or for any specifiedpurpose.

(4) Before discontinuing the use of any works the
authorityshall, where practicable,givenotice to all personslikely
to be affectedby the non-operationof theworks.

Recovery 54. (1) With theappiovalof theMinister, an authority may

recoverthe costsor any part of the costs of acquiring or con-
structingany worksafterconsideringthebenefitsfrom theworks
and any contributionthat the authoritymayassessto be contri-
bution from the ownerof theland.

(2) Any amountto be recoveredby the authorityunder
subsection(1) shallbe paidto the authority—
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(a) by the owner of the land; or

(b) from such other fund astheMinister from time to
time may establishfor the purposeof defraying
amounts payable to authorities by an owner
excusedfrom paymenton theground—

(i) of poverty of the owner of land, or

(ii) thatpaymentwouldcauseunduehardship.

55. (1) A water authority may, by notice published in a Declaration
ofcompleted

mannerdeemedappropnateby the authonty, declareany works
acquired or constructed by the authority to be effective in a suppli~

given water supply area.

(2)On the declarationof worksto be effectivein an area,
the owner of any land within the water supply area shall if he
benefits in any way from the works be liable to the rates or
chargesthat maybe prescribed by the water authority, whether
or not the land is occupiedor connectedto the works.

(3) Where, in the opinion of the water authority, thecost
of extendingexistingworks to supply water to an applicantis not
commensuratewith sums likely to be recovered from water
charges,theauthoritymayrequiretheapplicantto meetthecosts
of extending the existing works asa condition of providing
supply.

56. (1) A water authority may,by notice in writing, require Requiring

an owner of land within thewater supply area—
works

(a) to connectthe land to the authority’s works;

(b) to removeany existingconnectionbetweenthat land
andtheauthority’sworks; or

(c) to carry out any works or repair that the authority
considersnecessaryfortheprovisionoftheservices.
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(2)Theownerof landor his agentmay apply, in a man-
ner and form prescribed by the water authority and the water
authority may agreeto connectthat landto theworks on terms
andconditionsastheauthoritymaydetermine.

(3)A waterauthoritymayby noticein writing to agroup
of ownersof land, require thoseowners to connecttheir landby
a combinedconnectionto the authority’sworks within a speci-
fied period.

(4) Any notice under this sectionshall be servedon each
ownerwhoselandis requiredto be connected.

(5) Where the owner of land notified under this section
fails to comply with thenoticewithin thespecifiedperiodorany
longer period agreedto by the authority, the authority may con-
nect the land as requiredby the notice and recoverreasonable
costsof doing sofrom theowneror undersection51.

(6) An application madeunder subsection(2) shall not
be unreasonablyrefused.

(7) The authority may, as it may consider just and rea-
sonableapportionthecostsor expensesto be paid by eachowner
of land where a group of owners are requiredto makea com-
bined connection.

Autliorny to 57. A water authority may supply water to any person or
supply by land by measureor in any other manner,subjectto termsand
measureor
od~rwise conditions that the authority may determineor as may bepre-

scribedby the Minister.

Metenng 58. (1) The water authority mayinstall ameter for thepur-
posesof measuringthe amountof water supplied by it.

(2) The water authority shall keep a record of all meters
installed by it.
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(3) An authonsedperson may enter land for purposesof
affixing, installing, maintaining, repairing, replacing, removing,
testing, or reading any meter and may take such action and do
suchthings as maybe reasonably necessary.

(4) Where a meter is installed—

(a) the person supplied shall not causeor permit the
meter to be tampered with, altered, damaged or
destroyed;

(b) the meter shall be properly protected and shall
remain accessibleto an authonsed person; free
from soil, plants, vegetation or any other obstruc-
tion.

(5) Wherea personfails to comply with subsection(4),
an authorised personmayenter the land where the meter is situ-
ated and repairany damageor removeany obstruction or alter
the positionof the meterand recover thecostinvolved from that
person.

(6) A meter installed under this sectionremains the
propertyof the water authority.

(7)Where a meteris not functioningproperly,theautho-
rised personmayestimatetheamountof water used for the period
during which the meter was or is not functioning properly.

(8) A personrequiringto removeor alter the positionof
a meter shall give sevendays notice in writing to the water
authority; anda readingof the water used shall be takenbefore
any meter is removed or altered.

(9) No personother than an authorisedpersonshall
remove,disconnect,or alter thepositionof, or in any way inter-
fere with, a meter.
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Testing 59. (1) The provisions of this sectionshall apply to those
meers areasin whichtheMinister declaresthemto apply.

(2) Whereameter hasbeeninstalledunder section60,
the personsuppliedmayrequestthe waterauthority in writing to
testthemeter;andon receiptof the requestand payment of a fee
that maybeprescribed,thewaterauthorityshall test themeter.

(3) If the meter registersabove five per cent more than
was actually passedthrough the meter at the test, the water
authority shall returnthefee.

Authority 60. (1) TheMinister may requirea waterauthorityto erect

fire hydrantsand standpipesfor the supply of water for extin-
andstand guishingfires.
pipes

(2) Hydrantsshall be erectedin conspicuousplacesand
at convenient distancesthat a water authority considersappro-
priate andthe authorityshall keepthem in effectiveorder.

(3) Whereit is impractical or inappropriatefor a water
authority to provide a reticulatedsupply of water to particular
premises,it maysupplywater to thosepremisesby a standpipe
erectedin suchreasonablyconvenientlocation astheauthority
considersappropriate.

Wat~rRestrictions.

Water 61. (1) A waterauthority mayprohibit, regulateor restrict
theconsumptionofwatersupplied,by noticepublishedasis pro-

videdundersubsection(3).

(2) The following shall be specified in a noticemade
undersubsection(I)—

(a) the areato wiuch thenoticeapplies;

(b) theperiod during which therestriction,prohibition
or regulation shall last;
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(c) the mannerin which the notice shall be enforced.
and

(d) the purposefor the restriction,prohibition or regula-
tion of the water.

(3) A notice issuedundersubsection(1) may be pub-
lished—

(a) in a newspapercirculatingin the areato which the
notice relates;

(b) by radio, television or mobile loudspeakerin the
areato which thenoticerelates.

(4) A personcommitsan offencewho fails to comply
with, or causesor allows any otherpersonnot to comply with, a
noticeunderthis section.

(5) In any proceedingsfor an offenceunderthis section
acertificate,signedby thepersonwho, at the time of the broad-
cast,wasin chargeof the radio, television station or mobile loud-
speaker from which publication was made, stating that the
broadcast—

(a) wasmadeat thetime or timesspecified,in thecer-
tificate; and

(b) included a statementof specifiedrestrictions for a
givenperiodandin thearearsspecifiedin thecer-
tificate,

shall unlessthe contrary is proved be evidenceof the broadcast
of the matter.

DIVISION 9—PUBLICAND PRIVATE SEWERAGE WORKS.

62. (1) A sewerageauthority may acquire, construct, oper- Co~~-

ateor arrangefor theconstruction or operationof works to provide ,°~
sewerageservicesor to disposeof or treat any sewageor waste.
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(2) The provisions of subsections(2) and (3) of section
53 and the provisions of section 54 shall apply to sewerage
authority.

(3) A sewerageauthority shall not temporarily dis-
continue or prohibit the useof any sewerunless it is expedient
to do so in order to—

(a) install, maintainor repair any works;

(b) make any connection to or disconnection from a
sewer; or

(c) prevent the escapeof sewageor the pollution of any
water.

(4) Before permanentlydiscontinuing or prohibiting the
useof any sewer,a sewerageauthority shall ensure that—

(a) an alternativesewerexistswhich is capableofserving
all land previously servedby theexisting sewer;

(b) all affected land hasbeen provided with a sewer
connectionto the alternative sewer,at the expense
of the authority.

Declaration 63. (1) Whenever ii: bec)mespossibleto provide sewerage
to land within any sewerageareafrom works acquiredor con-
structedunderthis Partof the Statute, a sewerageauthority may
by noticedeclarethe woiics to be effectivein that seweragearea.

(2) On thedeclarationof works to beeffectivein an area
the owner of any land/i’fl the sewerageare shall be liable to the
rates or charges that maybe prescribedby thesewerageauthority
whether or not th~land is occupiedor connectedto theworks.

(3) The sewerageauthority may—

(a) with the approval of the Minister and by notice in
writing, requireany owner of land in any sewer-
agearea to connect that land to the works;
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(b) connectany land to its works on application by the
ownerorhis agent,in a form prescribed by regu-
lation or theauthority.

(4) Within one month of receiptof a notice underthis
section,the owner of land shall submit a plan for providing the
land with a building sewerand other connectedfittings to the
authonty; and theauthority may approvetheplan with or with-
out conditions as it may seefit and where the plan is approved
work shall be executedin conformity with the approved plan
within suchperiod astheauthority mayspecify.

(5) An applicationmadeunderparagraph(3) (b) shall
not be unreasonablyrefused.

(6) Where in the opinion of a sewerageauthority, the
cost of extendingtheexisting works to provide sewerageto an
applicantis notcommensuratewith thesumslikely to be recovered
throughseweragecharges,the sewerageauthority may require
theapplicantto meetthecostsof extendingtheexistingworks.

(7) Where the owner of land fails to undertal~ework
required of him under this Part—

(a) the lesseeor occupierof that land may, with the
approval of the authority, executethe work and
deduct the cost with interest at the rate of ten per
cent per annum(or suchother rate as may be
specifiedfrom time to time by theMinister) until
repaymentis made,from any rent due from him to
that owner,ormayrecoverthecostsdirectly from
theowner; or

(b) theauthoritymayexecutethework andrecoverthe
costas setout in section51.

64. After the declaration of a seweragearea,no building Sewerage

shall be erectedor re-erectedunlessit is connectedto the sewer- ~ bUild

ageauthority’s works and all seweragework on the land shall be oved.
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constructedwith theapprovalofthe authority in conformity with

thecodeof workmanshipthat may be prescribed.

Application 65. (1) A personmay apply to the relevant sewerage

O authorityin a mannerprescribedby Regulationsor the authority,
a pnvate who wishes—
sewer

(a) to constructa private sewerwithin that sewerage
area;or

(b) to connecta private sewer to the authority’s sewer.

(2) The sewerageauthority may, within one month,

approveany applicationon conditionsthat it seesfit.

incorpora- 66. (1) Where in the opinion of a sewerageauthority, it

wouldbeexpedientif an existingor proposedprivatesewerwere
sewerage madepartof or connectedwith a sewerageschemeproposedor
system operatedby thesewerageauthority,thesewerageauthority niay

requiretheapplicantto constructtheprivate sewerin a manner
andto specificationsthat Ihe sewerageauthoritymaydirect.

(2) Subjectto subsection(4), a personshall comply with
any directiongivenby a sewerageauthorityundersubsection(1).

(3) On the connectionof aprivate sewerto an authority’s
works—

(a) all property, rights and liabilities of the owner in
relation to the private sewerand any land nece-
ssary for the operation, maintenance,repair or
removalof thesewer,vest in the authority;and

(b) the authority5;hall be solely responsiblefor operat-
ing, maintaining and meetingall outstanding or
futurecostsof that sewer.

(4) A personaggrievedby adirectiongivenby a sewer-
ageauthorityunderthis sectionmaywithin onemonthof being
notified of thedirectionobjectin writing to the Minister.
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(5) The Ministershall within fourteendaysof receiving
any objectionmadeundersubsection(4) considertheobjection
anddecidewhetherto—

(a) disallowthe direction;

(b) allow thedirection subjectto conditionsor modifi-
cations;or

(c) allow thedirection.

(6) A sewerageauthority shall pay to any person
affectedby a directionunderthis section—

(a) any additional expensesincurredby that personin
constructingor connectingtheprivatesewerin the
mannerand to the specificationsdirectedby the
sewerageauthority;

(b) any additional costsof cleaning,repairingor main-
taining theprivate sewerwhich are attributable to
thedirection.

(7) Any disputeor differenceasto theamountof pay-
mentdue from a sewerageauthorityto apersonunderthis sec-
tion may, at the electionof that person,be determinedeither by
acourtor by arbitration.

67. (1)No personshallconstructaprivate sewerageinstal- Proper

lation except in accordancewith any relevant Code of
Workmanship prescribedunder section68,provided that anypri- non.

vate sewerageinstallation which waslegally constructedprior to
the commencementof this Statute shall be deemedto havebeen
constructedunder this Statute.

(2) An authorisedpersonmayenterany landto inspect
and ensurethe proper constructionof, or the safe and proper
operationof any privatesewerageinstallationon that land.
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(3) An authonsed officer may take samplesof such
wateror wasteand submit themto analysisthat he may seefit
and thesewerageauthoritymayrecoverthe costof that analysis
from theownerof theland from which samplesare taken.

(4) A sewerageauthority may, by notice in writing,
direct an ownerof landwithin suchperiod asmay be specified
in thenotice—

(a) to empty,clean,maintainor repair:

(b) to temporarilyor permanentlyceaseusing;

(c) to takesuchother action as the sewerageauthority
mayspecifyin relationto,

any privatesewerageinstallationon that land.

(5) A sewerageauthontymay, at the requestof, and at
theexpenseof theownerundertakesuchwork asmaybe specified
in the notice.

(6) Where the owner of land fails, within a specified
period—

(a) to taketheactionspecifiedin thenotice;or

(b) to obtaintheagreementof thesewerageauthority to
undertakethework specifiedin thenoticeand to
pay to the sewerageauthority the costsas estimated
by the sewerageauthority, the sewerageauthority
may enter the land and undertake work or other
measuresthatmaybe necessaryto ensurecompliance
with thenoticeandmayrecoverthecostsfrom the
owner or under section54.

DIVISION 10—TRADEWASTE AGREEMENTS.

[eclaration 68. (1) Regulationsor a sewerageauthority may declare—
~)fjxolubited
wasteby an (a) any type of v~asteto be trade waste which may not
authonty be discharged;
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(b) any typeof trade, classesof premisesor particular
premisesin which trade waste may not be
discharged;

directly or indirectly into any sewer, sewerconnection,building
seweror connectedfittings except in accordancewith a trade
wasteagreement.

(2) A person—

(a) responsiblefor the production, storage,discharge or
depositof any waste;

(b) engagedin any trade;

(c) owning or occupyingany premises;

shall not causeor permit wastedeclaredundersubsection(1) to
be directly dischargedinto any sewer,sewerconnection,building
seweror connectedfittings except in accordancewith a trade
wasteagreement

69. (1) A sewerageauthority may enter into a tradewaste Tradewaste
agreen~ntsagreementwith any personfor the dischargeof waste into a

sewer or the storage or treatment of waste by the sewerage
authonty, on terms and in a manner and for period that the sew-
erageauthority may decideor as may be prescribed.

(2) Unlessthe sewerageauthority is of the opinion that
theconcentrationof thewasteat thepoint of dischargefrom land
occupiedby that personwill not—

(a) adverselyaffect—

(i) the life, health or safetyof any person;

(ii) the worksof the authority;
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(iii) any seweragetreatment processemployed by
the authority;or

(b) aftertreatmentby theauthority,affect—

(i) the life, healthor safetyof any person; or

(ii) any partof theenvironment,

any trade waste agreementmade under subsection(1) shall
include a condition requiringthe treatmentof wastebefore it is
discharged.

(3) A trade agreementmay be amendedby theparties to
the agreement

(4) A tradewasteconsentmay be amendedby notice in
writing given to the occupierby the sewerageauthorities

(5) A trade waste agreement or a trade waste consent

be terminated in such circumstancesand in a mannerthat

may be provided by regulations or in the trade wasteagreement
or trade wasteconsent.

DIVISION I I—STANDARDS OF WORKMANSHIP

Codesol 70. (1) The Minister shall prescnbecodesof workmanship
wottman- in respectof—
ship

(a) works of water supply, sewerageor wastetreatment
to be constructed under this Part of the Statute;

(b) privatesewerageinstallations;

(c) plumbing or drainagerelating to water supply or
scweçageto be executedon any land.

56



StatuteNo.9 Water Statute 1995

(2) A code of workmanship may include matters con-
cerning the design, construction, alteration, maintenance or
repair ofworks including the types of materials, fittmgs or appli-
anceswhich may be used in works or any other thing connected
thereto

(3) An authonty may require that all or any partof the
works referred to in a Code of Workmanship—

(a) mayonly be executedby, or under the direct super-
vision of, a person holding the prescribed qualifi-
cations,

(b) may only be executedafter giving the authority
noticethat maybe prescribed;

(c) mayonly be executedafter obtaining the approval of
the authorityin theprescribedmanner;

(d) may only be executedunderthe supervisionandin
the presenceof an authonsedofficer and accord-
ing to his direction:

(e) be inspectedand approvedby an authorisedperson
beforethe work is used.

(4) Any personwho fails to comply with, or causeor
allow another person to fail to comply with any lawful direction
issuedby an authonsedpersonunderthis Division commitsan
offence.

71.The Director may, in associationwith any other body— Powerto
conduct

~nmg(a) organisetralmngcoursesfor plumbers anddrainers coursasfor
piwnbers

or other operators.

(b) conduct examinationsin relation to plumbing and
draining;
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(c) award certificate to personswho have attended
training courses or passedexaminationsheld
underthis section.

DIVISION 12— GENERALPOWERSOF AUThORITIES

Execution 72. (1) The ownerof any landwhich cannotbe—
of works on
request (a) suppliedby water from any existing watersupply

works; or

(b) connectedto any existingsewerageworks,

under this Part of the Statute,may apply to the appropriate
authority in writing for the extensionof that existingworks to
extendservicesto that land.

(2) The authoritymay,at thecostof theowner,extend
or arrangefor theextensionof exlstmgworks in orderto serve
that land.

Notice to 73. (1) An authoritymay,by noticein writing to theowner
of land,requiretheownerto repair,within the time specifiedin
the notice any works connectingthat land to the works of the
authority, or do any thing necessaryfor the serviceprovided to
the land by theauthority.

(2) If land is connectedto theworks of an authority by
a combined connection,a notice to repair may be served on any
or all of theownersof thatland.

(3)Wheretheownerof landservedby anoticefails to
comply with the notice within the time specified,or any longer
periodallowedby an authority, the authority may carryout the
necessaryrepairsand recoverits reasonable costs from each
owner on whom thenoticewasservedundersection56.

Nolice of 74. (1) An authority may, by noticein writing to a person
conhsavess-

who contravenes—
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(a) a provisionof this Partof theStatute;

(b) arequirementmadeby the authority underthis Part
of the Statute;or

(c) a term of any agreementfor servicesunder this Part
of theStatute,

requirethat person.or theownerof the landin relationto which
the contraventionoccurs,to takespecifiedaction within the time
specifiedin the noticeor any longertime allowedby theauthority
to remedythecontravention

(2) A personon whom a notice of contravention is
servedshallmakesurethat thenoticeis compliedwith within the
time specified,or any longertime allowedby the authority

(3) If a notice of contraventionis not complied with,
within the time specified or any longer time allowed by the
authority, theauthority may

(a) carry out the requiredworks and take any other
action necessaryto remedy thecontravention,and
recover its reasonablecosts from the personon
whom thenotice wasservedor undersection56;

(b) removeordisconnectany serviceto thelandin rela-
tion to whichthecontraventionoccurs,andrecover
its reasonablecostsfrom the person on whom the
noticewasservedorundersection54;

(c) apply to court for an injunction restraining the per-
son on whom thenoticewasservedfrom contra-
veningthe notice;

75. (1) An authorised person mayenter land for the purpose ~owe~to
of— entermand

for reading
(a) reading, removing or repairinga meter; meter.etc
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(b) inspectinganyworks, installationsor appliancesor
taking any samplesor making tests to find out
whetherthLs Partof the Statuteis beingcomplied
with

(2) An authorisedperson may, after an authority has
givensevendays’noticein writing to theoccupier,enterany land
andcarryout on that land works that theauthority is empowered
to carryout.

(3)An authontymay not give noticerequiredundersub-
s~ction(2)—

(a) if theoccupierconsentsto theentryandthecarryipg
out of theworks;or

(b) in an emergency;or

(c) if thepurposeof entryis to preventthewaste,misuse
or pollution of any water, or to enforcethis Statute

(4) An authorised person shall not enter land which is
usedprimarily for residentialpurposesunderthis section, except
between6 a.m. and 6 p.m, unless he hasreasonablegroundsto
believethat—

(a) water restrictions m force are not being complied
with by the occupier;

(b) wateris beingwasted,misusedor polluted;

(c) an offenceunder this Statuteis being committed.

Powersto 76.Subject to theprovisions of this Statute,theaction plan,
undetlakc or the terms of any water permit or other permit which may be

requiredunder Part II of this Statute, an authority may—

(a) enter upon any land, takeits levelsandsetit out as
the authority thinks necessary, dig, trench and
breakup thesoil, anduseor removeany material
dug from th~land;
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(b) sink suchboreholesand construct,useor operate
reservoirs,waterworks,cisterns,tanks,aqueducts,
sewers,sluices,pipes,culverts, drains,machinery
and other works relevantto supply water, sewer-
age, or waste treatment; and constructor use
buildingsastheauthority thinks fit;

(c) divert, extract and impound the water from any
watercourseor boreholeor alter thecourseof any
watercourse;

(d) blast with explosivesor otherwisebreak up any
rock, clay, stone,soil or othergeologicalforma-
tion or artificial structure in any mannerand
removeor useall or any materialobtained;

(e) constructor operate any works for theconservation
or supply of water, the provision of sewerageor
the treatment of any water or waste.

77. (1) Land and works acquired or constructed by or on Land and

behalf of an authority 1~1b0

autho~y

(a) prior to thecommencementof thisStatute;or

(b) underthis Partof theStatute,

areownedby that authority to the extent that is prescribedor
directedby theMinisterundersection48.

(2) Any main, water connection, sewer, or sewer con-
nection provided at the direction of, but not by an authority,
belongsto the authority.

(3) Water taken by a water authority in accordancewith
the water resourcesprovisions in PartII of this Statute and con-
tamedfor thetime beingin any works controlledby that authority
belongsto theauthority.
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(4) Any wastefor the time beingcontainedin any works
controlledby a sewerageauthoritybelongsto that authority,and
the authority—

(a) shallcomply with any requirementofPart II in rela-
tion to thetreatmentor dispositionof that waste;

(b) is liableto anypenaltyprescribedundersection106
for any offencerelatingto pollution.

(5) Whereat thecommencementof this Statute—

(a) any main, water connection or related works (other
thanaprivatewaterpipe)which arepartof a water
supply operatedby a water authority;

(b) any sewer,sewerconnectionorrelatedworks (other
thana building sewer)which arepartof asewer-
agesystemoperatedby a sewerageauthority;

are on private land, such works shall be taken to have been
installed with the consentofthe owner and occupierfor the time
beingof that land at the time they were installed and pursuantto
a sufficient interestin the landcreatedby that owneror occupier
in favourof theauthorityto enableit to enterthe landin orderto
repair, maintain,alter,extend,replaceor removeworks in per-
petuity.

(6) Any main, water connection, seweror sewercon-
nectionor relatedworkattachedto privatelandby, for, on behalf
of or at the directionof an authority doesnot becomepartof the
land for the purposeof giving the owner or occupier of land a
proprietor)rinterestin it.

(7) Works constructedby an authority on behalf of
anotherpersondo not belong to the authority.

78. An authority shallnot abandonany of its works without
°~ theMinister’s approval.
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79. (1) An authontymay temporarilycloseall or anypartof Powerto

a road to traffic if it is necessaryto carryout works on or adja- S O~tra ic

centto the road.

(2) An authontyshall give notice to theUgandaPolice
Force—

(a) in writing at leastthreedaysbeforethe closure;

(b) in an emergency,assoonas possibleafter theclo-
sureoccurs.

80. (1) Where it is necessaryfor theconstructionor opera- Works on
roadstion of any works, an authority maybreakup the surfaceof any

road andopenor breakup any worksundertheroad.

(2) An authorityshall—

(a) while thesurfaceis broken up, takeappropriatesafety
precautionsto minimise thepossibility of injury to
membersof the public;

(b) removefrom the site all rubbish resultingfrom the
works;

(c) do as little damageas possible;and

(d) carryout thework asquickly and efficiently asprac-
ticable.

(3) An authority shall—

(a) return thesite,sofar aspossible,to the state it was
in beforethework wasstarted;and

(b) pay compensationfor any damage which mayhave
beendoneto the worksof any public authority in
the exerciseof thepowersunderthis section.

(4) The obligationscreatedundersubsection(3) shall
not apply to any structuresor worksof any typeerectedby a pri-
vatepersonin or on a public roador adjacentroad reserve.

63



StatuteNo. 9 Water Statute 1995

Protected 81. Subject to section 91, an authority may—
zones

(a) establish a protected zoneon land adjacentto

(i) any water, borehole,treatmentor other works
forming part of a water supply or from
which a water supply is drawn; or

(ii) any sewer,seweragetreatmentworks or out-
fall;

(b) erectand maintain fenceson or enclosethe land
under the protected zone; and

(c) prohibit activities within the protected zone, as it
seesfit.

Restriction 82. (1) A water authority may, without prejudiceto any

~ other remedy it may have, restnct the quantity of water or dis-
of water continue the supply of water to any personif—
supply

(a) the water authority is unable to supply the quantity
of water which would otherwisebe supplied to the
person;

(b) thewaterauthoritybelievesthat thereductionordis-
continuanceis necessaryto avoid future water
shortages;

(c) any privatewaterpipeor other works on land ofthat
person for the supply of water or any connected
fittings—

(i) are, in the opinion of the water authority,
inadequateor not properly constructed; or

(ii) do not comply with the regulations or Codeof
Workrrianship;
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(d) that personcontravenesprovision of this Statute
through waste, misuse,or pollution of water sup-
plied to that person by the water authority or
throughthetaking or useof water;

(e) that person contravenes any water restrictions in
force;

(f) that person refuses entry to an authorised person
exercising powers conferred under this Statute to
stop the committing of an offence under this
Statute.

(2) If a water authority restricts or discontinuesthe sup-
ply of water to a person in accordancewith subsection(1) that
personshall have no claim againstthe authority.

(3) Wherea water authority restricts or discontinuesthe
supply of water to a personunder paragraph (1) (c), (d), (e), or
(f) it maychargea fee for restoring the supply.

83. (1) An authority may enter and remain upon land and Powerto
enterlandmay— andlake

(a) takemeasurementsand make estimateson the land ~‘°~
as it thinks necessaryor desirable;

(b) constructor removeworks as it thinks necessaryor
desirablefor theexerciseof its functions;

(c) collect and takesamplesit may think necessaryor
desirable;

(d) makeinvestigations,inquiries c~inspectionsas it
thinks necessaryor desirable to determine
whether the provisions of this~Stamteare being
compliedwith.

(2) The provisionsof section15 shallapply to any entry
of land underthis section.
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(3) A waterauthority shall be liable for any nuisance or
other injury doneto any land otherthan the landenteredunder
this Statute.

Power to 84. (I) The Minister or the authority, if authorisedby the

Minister, mayacquireinterest in land andany structuresthereon
for purposesof this Statute

(2) An acquisitionundersubsection(I )—

(a) mayhe by agreementor through lawful compulsory
acquisitionof land.

(b) shall be deemedto he for a public purposewithin the
meaningof Article 26 of the Constitution.

(3) Compensationpayableto a personunderthis section
shall be determinedunder the Land Acquisition Act. 1964 and
section93 of this Statute

~~lO 85. An authority may, in theperformanceof its functions—
dealwith
land (a) exchangeany land for any otherland:

(b) grantleases,licensesor easementsover its land:

(c) mortgageits land; or

(d) sell any of us land.

N~af 86. Where an authority intends to do anything that will
~O affect the works of anotherpublic authority, it shall give notice

wets. to that other public authority—

(a) in normalcircumstances,of at least fourteendays
beforethework is effected;or

(b) in an emergency,assoonas is practicablebeforeor
after the work is affected.
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DIVISION 13— COMMERCIAL POWERSAND FINANCIAL
PROVISIONS.

87. The Minister may authorise an authority to exercise Appiic~ion

powersunderSections88, 89 and 90 on such conditionsas he of sections90, 9i and
may seefit. 92

88. (1) Subject to section87 andfor the betterfunctioning Authority’s
contractsof the authonty,the authontymayenterinto contractwith any

personorpublic authorityfor the provisionof equipment,facili-
ties, expertise,servicesorstaffor the joint useof theabove.

(2) An authority may, at the requestof any person or
public authority and at the expenseof that personor public
authority—

(a) repairor alter any works;

(b) carryoutany surveyor investigation; or

(c) do anything elseconnectedwith, or incidental to, the
functions of the water authority.

89. (1) An authority maysubject to section87— Auth~rnys

commercial

(a) participatein the formation of a corporation, trust,
partnershipor other body;

(b) subscribefor or otherwiseacquire,hold anddispose
of, sharesin debenturesor other securitiesof a
corporation;

(c) becomeamemberof acompanylimited by guarantee;

(d) subscribefor or otherwiseacquire,hold anddispose
of, units in a trust;

(e) acquire,hold and disposeof, an interestin a part-
nershipor otherbody; and
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(f) enterinto partnershipor arrangementfor sharingof
profits, unionofinterest,co-operation,joint venture,
reciprocalconcessionor otherarrangement,with
any personorbody carryingon or engagedin any
businessortransaction(whetherwithin oroulside
Uganda) to benefit of the authority.

90. (1) An authoritymay subject to section87—
property

(a) apply for, ol)taln andhold, whetheron its own behalf
or jointly with any otherperson,industrialproperty
rights;

(b) assignorgrantlicencesin respectofthose industrial
property rights, with or withoutcharge;and

(c) enter into agreementsand arrangementsfor the
commercial exploitation of industrial property
rights.

Compensa- 91. (1) If damageis causedto landin theexerciseof powers
Iiofldto ~ conferredon an authority by this Statutethe authority shall if

required, compensateall partiesinterestedin the land for all
damagesustainedby them in consequenceof the exerciseof
suchpowers,subject to the provisions of the Statute.

(2) For purposesof this section, “damageto land” means
losssuffered as a result of—

(a) deprivationQf thepossessionof thesurfaceof any
land;

(b) damageto thesurfaceof land andto any improve-
ments,cropsor treesthereon;

(c) damageto stock;and

(d) all consequentialdamage.

(3) In calculatingcompensationunder this section——
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(a) for damageto landpayableunderthis section;

(b) in respectof the compulsoryacquisition of any
interestin landfor the purposesof this Statute,

no amountwill be payableto the ownerofany interestin, or the
occupierof any land in respectof thetaking or useof wateron,
adjacentto or beneaththat land by an authority pursuantto a
water permitgranted under Part II of this Statute.

(4) Compensation shall not be paid under this section
unlessa written claim for compensationhasbeenlodgedwith the
responsibleauthority, within six months of either the claimant
learningof the actgiving rise to theclaim, or the completionof
any works in respectof whichcompensationis sought,whichever
is later.

(5) A claim for compensationshall set out—

(a) theclaimant’snameandaddress;

(b) a description of the land in respectof which the
claim is made;

(c) the claimant’s interest in the land;

(d) thenature and extentof the interest of any other per-
son in the land;

(e) the damagecausedto the land;

U) the particularsof any other damage;and

(g) the total amountof theclaim.

(6) An award of compensationmaytakethe form of—

(a) a paymentof money;

(b) theprovision of compensation waterto landon terms

the authoritymaydetermine;
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(c) the remissionof rates,chargesorfeespayableto the
authority;

(d) anyothertypeofawardwhich theauthorityconsiders
appropnate.

(6) An authority shall notify theclaimantof its decision
on a claim madeundersubsection(5) as soonas is practicable
and any personaggrievedby the decisionof an authority may,
within thirty days from the receivingof the notice of the deci-
sion, appealto theMinister.

(7) The Minister shall consideran appealmadeunder
subsection(6) within thirty daysofreceivingthenoticeof appeal
andmaygrantthe appealandfix compensationashe maycon-
siderreasonablein thecircumstances.

(8) An authority shall pay to theapplicantall thediffer-
ence, if any, betweenthe amount already paid by it and the
amountfixed undersubsection(7) awardsevendaysof getting
noticeof theMinister’s decision

Costof re- 92. (1) Whereit becomesnecessaryto re-locateor re-construct
locationor worksvestedin an authority asa consequenceof theexecution
le-construc-
hon. of work by any otherpublic authority,thecostsof there-location

or re-constructionshall be paid to the authority by that public
authority lesssuchsum,if any,ofany improvementto theworks
of theauthority.

(2) An authority may,at therequestof apersonwith an
interestin land upon which works vestedin the authority are
located,agreeto relocatethoseworks at thecostof that person
anduponsuchtermsastheauthority maydetermine.

Coinpensa- 93. If damageoccursto any works of an authority as a
non tO consequenceof thecommissionofan offenceunder this Statute,
authority

the court may in additionto any penalty,order the offender to
compensatetheauthorityas thecourt may think fit.
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94. (1) An authority may, by regulations and with the Rates.
chargesandapprovalof the Minister— fees,

(a) fix rateswith respectto land within the authority’s
area;

(b) fix charges,fees or depositsfor commodities,ser-
vicesor facilities providedor to beprovidedby the
authority;

(c) fix penaltiesfor failure to pay any amountdueto the
authority when it falls due and payableand rates
or interest on outstandingamounts due to the
authority.

(2) An authority may levy and demandrates, and
demandpaymentsof charges,fees,deposits,interestsor penal-
ties fixed under this section.

(3) Chargesfor watersuppliedby awaterauthoritymay,
attheoptionof thewaterauthority—

(a) be assessedon thequantityofwatersuppliedas reg-
isteredby ameterinstalledon theconsumersland
by thewaterauthority;

(b) be assessedin someothermannerapproved by the
Minister; or

(c) be otherwisearrivedat by agreementwith the con-
sumer.

(4) A water authority may, with the approval of the
Minister,establish—

(a) chargesto be paid per unit ofquantity for water sup-
plied by meteredor computed quantity;

(b) minimumthargesto be paidfor watersuppLted;
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(c) rent to be paid for a meter installed by the water
authority;and

(d) the time within whichchargesand rent shall be paid,
and thetermsand conditionsof payment,includ-
ing thepaymentof deposits,

oy consumersgenerallyorby any classof consumers.

Recoveryof 95. (1) A rate, charge or fee levied or made under this Part
.ou~*~dtng of the Statute and any interestor penaltypayablethereonis a

chargeagainst the land in respectof which the-rate,chargeor fee
is leviedor made.

(2) Without prejudiceto any otherremedyavailableto a
water authority where any rate, charge, fee, or any interest or
penalty payable in respectof—

(a) any water supplied by the water authority; pt

(b) any sewerageservicesrelating to land to which water
is supplied by the water authority,

is outstandingfor a periodof thirty daysfrom theday on which
it becamedue, thewater authorily may—

(c) restrictor disconnectthesupply of water to th~land
in question;

(d) demandthe outstandingamount from the person
and—

(1) if theamountdemandedis not paidin full with-
in sevendaysfrQrnthçdatcofthatdcinaed,
may ru~v~any part of theamount which
hasnot been paidby dis~essand saleof tt~
goodsof t1~person;or
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(ii) by serving on any occupierpaying rent in
respectof the land a notice setting out the
outstandingamount,and requiringtheoccu-
pier, from the datethat notice is served,to
pay anyrentor otheramounthewould other-
wisebe obliged by law to pay to that person,
direct to the authority until the outstanding
amount, any interest thereon,any penalty
imposedor any reconnectionfee havebeen
recoveredin full by theauthority.

(3) Any amountpaid to the authority underparagraph
(2) (d) (ii) shall, for all purposes,be deemedto have beenpaid
to the owner and the receipt of the authorityshall be asufficient
dischargefor the amountwhich would otherwisebe payableto
the ownerby theoccupier.

(4) Theprovisionsof subsections(2) and(3) of section
84 shall apply to the restrictionor discontinuationof watersup-
ply underthis section.

DIVISION 14—MISCELLANEOUS FOR PART III.

96. (1) TheMinister may authorise a water authority to exe- Supply out-

cute works and to supply water outside its water supply area on s~iewater

termsprescribedby the Minister, including—

(a) the chargeto be paid for water supplied; and

(b) the conditionson which supply is authorised.

(2) Exceptin thecaseofwater suppliedin bulk to a public
authority,a chargeprescribedunder this section shallnot be less
than for a similarsupply within the water supply area.

91. No personwithin a water supply area and no pers(rn ~1Tt~h~

suppliedwith Water underthis Statutema\ supplywaterto any
other personor causeor permitanyotherpersonto takewater prohibited

except—
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(a) for useor consumptionon thosepremises;

(b) for thepurposeof extinguishinga fire; or

(c) with theapprovalofthewaterauthorityfor thatwater

supplyarea,

Unlawfui 98. (1) A personshall not take or use,or causeor allow, or
of taking attempt to causeor allow any person to take or use water from
W er works vestedin a water authority exceptas provided under this

Statute.

(2) A personshallnot—

(a) take, or causeor allow, or attempt to causeor allow
any person~otakewaterfrom astandpipe;

(b) use,or causeor allow any personto usewaterfiom
a standpipe,

exceptfor human and householdconsumptionorsuchotherpur-
posesas may be prescribed by the responsible authority fiom
time to time.

(3) In any proceedingsfor an offenceunderthis section,
proof of the existenceof a structure, obstruction or deviceon the
landcapableof allowingwaterto betakenor usedisprimafade
evidencethat water wastaken or used at the time that structure,
obstructionor device is proved to have existed.

inteence 99. (1)A person shall not causeor allow or attempt to cause

with Works or allow any works acquired, constructedor operated under this

Statute to be interrupted, interfered with, altered, moved, dam-
agedor destroyed,exceptasprovided for in this Statute.

(2) A personwho attachesor causesor allows anyper-
son to attach any hose,pipe, fitting or other deviceto a standpipe
vestedin an authority commitsan offence.

(3) In any proceedingsfor an offenceunderthis section,
proof of theexistenceof any structure, obstruction or deviceon
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landcapableof causingan interruption,interference,alteration,
movement,damageor destructionis primafacie evidencethat
an interruption,interference,alteration,movement,damageor
destructionoccurredat the time that structure,obstructionor
deviceis proved to haveexisted.

(4) An authoritymay confiscateany structure,obstruc-
tion ordevicereferredto under subsection(3).

100. (1) A personshallnot— Tampering
with works

(a) uncoveror exposeany main, pipe, or otherunder-
groundworksvestedin a waterauthority;

(b) wilfully or negligentlybreak,damage,injure, open,
alter or obstruct any main, pipe, meter or other
works vestedin awaterauthority;

(c) alter the index of any meteror preventor impend
any meter from duly registeringthe quantity of
watersupplied,exceptwith the permissionof the
responsiblewaterauthority.

(2) Where any person is convictedof an offence under
this section,the Court may,in additionto imposingthepenalty,
orderthat person—

(a) to meetthecostof making goodanydamagecaused;

(b) to pay any other charges which by virtue of the
offenceit may assessthe waterauthority to have
lost,

as the casemayrequire.

101. (1) A personshallnot, without theconsentof an authority Structures

11 nottobecauseor ~ow— ~ ~ land,

(a) a structureto be built, or filling to be placed on land erc

in which the authority hasa proprietary interest;
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(b) a structureto be built or filling to be placedwithin
four metersof any works of an authority;

(c) any soil, rock, orothermatterthat supports,protects
orcoversany worksofan authorityto be removed.

(2) An applicationfor anauthority’sconsentundersubsection
(1) shallbe madein themannerprescribedby theauthorityand shall
~beaccompaniedby plansandotherinformation that the authority
mayrequire.

(3) A person,who, with the consentof an authority,
causesor allows anything referred to in subsection(1) to be done
shall make surethat it is donein accordancewith any conditions
whichtheauthoritygavewith theconsentif any.

(4) If a structure hasbeenbuilt or filling placedon land
contraryto this section,an authoritymay,by notice in writing to
theownerOr occupierof the land, requiretheowneror occupier
to alter, removeorrelocateihe structureor filling within thetime
specifiedin the notice, whetheror not thestructurewas built or
the filling placedby or on behalfof theowneror occupier.

(5) If thepersonto whom a notice is givenundersubsection
(5) appliesdoesnot comply with the notice within the tinie
specified, or any longer lime allowed by the authority, the
authority may—

(a) carryout the requirements of the notice; and

(b) recoverfrom that personits reasonablecostsof car-

rying out paragraph (a); or

(c) exercisethe powersconferredon it by Section95.

(6) Consentgiven by an authority under subsection(3)
shall be binding upon the applicant, his heirs, successorsand
assigneesand the owner or occupier for the time beingof the
land, whether or not that personhasnoticeof the consentor the
conditionsthereof.
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(7)A personwhocontravenestheprovisionsofthis section
orcausesor allows any personto contraveneprovisionsof this
sectionor any conditionattachedto any approvalof an authority
commitsan offence.

102. (1) Where trees,cropsor shrubsarelocatedwithin four r~sand

metresofthecentre-lineofanysewer,pipe,orotherworks vestedin shfUbs.

an authority andthe authorityrequiresaccessto thoseworks,an
authorisedofficer may without notice to theowneror occupierof
the land upon which the trees, cropsor shrubsarelocated,cause
them ~ be~removed.

(2) Where a sewer,pipe or other works vestedin an
authorityis damagedorblockedby any treeor shrub or the roots,
an authorised officer may, by notice in writing to the owner or
occupier,requiretheowner or occupier of the land on which the
tree or shrub is located to—

(a) remove the tree or shrub or the roots thereof;

(b) makegood any damageor blockageto the works;
and

(c) restorethe serviceto the land,

in a mannerand within the time specifiedin the notice.

(3) If thepersonto whoma notice is given fails to comply
with the notice within the time specified, or any longer time
allowed by the authorised officer, theauthorised officer may—

(a) carryout the requirementof thenotice; and

(b) any costsincurredin thecarring out requirements of
thenotice.

(4) A personcontravening theprovisions of this section
commitsan offence.
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PART IV—GENERAL MISCELLANEOUS.

Obstruction 103. (1) No personshall assault,threaten,resist, obstruct,

fer hinder,delay or allow any otherpersonto do the above to an
authorisedofficer or personin theperformanceof his powers,
functionsor dutiesunderthis Statute.

(2) Whereapersonis convictedofan offenceunderthis
sectionthecourtmay, in addition to any penalty,orderthat per-
~onto pay compensationsufficient to cover any damagewhich
theauthonsedofficer or otherpersonmight havesufferedasa
resultofcommissionoftheoffenceandthesumawardedmaybe
recovered in the samemannerasthepenalty.

Offences 104. (1) A personwho contravenesany provision for which
no offenceis specifiedcommitsan offenceand shall be liable on
conviction to imprisonmentfor a term of not less than three
monthsandnot more thantenyears or to a fine of not lessthan
one hundredthousandshillings and not more than six million
shillingsorboth.

(2) A personwho commits an offenceunder any other
section for which no penaltyis specifiedshallbe liable on con-
viction to imprisonment for a term of not less than twelve
months and not more than ten yearsor to a fine of not lessthan
one hundredand twentythousandshillingsandnot morethanten
million shillingsor both, and shall be liable—

(a) for a continuingoffence,to a fme of not less than
one hundredandeighty thousandshillingsandnot
more thaneighteenmillion shillings for eachday
on which theoffenceis continued;

(b) for a subsequentoffence,to imprisonmentfor a term
not lessthanthirty-six months or to a fme of not
less than three hundred and sixty thousand
shillings and not more than thirty-six million
shillingsor both.
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(3) In this sectiona “continuing offence’startswhenthe
offencecontinues—

(a) after the date on which the Court finds that the
offencewascommitted;or

(h) wherethere is no Court proceedingsafterthecomplaint
alleging the commissionof the offencehasbeen
issued.

105. (1) The Minister shall, from time to time, appoint an Inspection

inspectorto investigatetheaffairsof eachauthorityandto report :uthO~

to the Ministerin suchmannerashe directs.

(2) An authority,its officers,servantsandagentsshallif
requiredby an inspector,provide the inspectorwith—

(a) all information in its possession;

(h) the booksof account,records,otherdocumentsand
othersourcesof information available to the
authority.

(3) An Inspector,andadvisersorassistantsasheconsiders
necessary,mayenterany landat any reasonabletime for purposes
of carryingout an Investigationunderthis section.

(4) A personshall not —

(a) assault,threaten, resist,obstruct, hinder or delay,or
USL. foul, abusiveor insulting language towardsor
at any inspector, his advisers or assistantsin the
exercise of an inspector’s powers under this
section; or

(b) falselyhold himselfout to be an inspector.

106. (1) Except as expressly provided in this Statute,the Prolection

Minister, an authority, its servantsor agents,or anyauthorisedper-
son, shall not be liable for any loss, injury or damageresulting officc~s
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from any actdoneor omissionmadein good faith in theexercis-
ing ofany powersor functionsor in dischargingofanyduty under
this Statute.

(2) Without in any way limiting the generalityof sub-
section(1), that subsectionshall apply to—

(a) any failure to makeavailableor to continue to make
availableany serviceunderthis Statute;

(b) any action taken in connection with the beneficial
treatment of water for human consumption,
including disinfectionor fluoridation;

(c) any date or information supplied;

(d) any approval or permission given;

(e) any inspectionconducted; or

(f) any requirementimposedor direction given,

by the Minister, an authority,its servantsor agents,or an autho-
risedperson.

(3) Nothing in subsection(1) protectsan authority from
any liability it might otherwise have for supplying water which
doesnot comply with any water quality or other standards
prescribedunderthis Statute.

Regulanons 107. (1) The Minisi er may make regulations not inconsis-
t~tnwith this Statutegenerallyto give effect to the purposes
andprovisionsof this Statute.

(2) \N~ithoutlimiting the generality of subsection (1),
re~tilationsmay—

(a) j~rescribeanythingwhich, may be prescribedunder
this Statute;
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(b) establishguidelinesfor theexerciseofthefunctions
or powersof theDirector,any authorisedpersonor
public authority under this Statute;

(c) provide for thepreparation,revisionandapprovalof
the Water Action Plan;

(d) provide for themembership,appointment, functions,
powers and proceedings of the Water Policy
Committee;

(e) provide for theregistrationof existing usesof water
andstructures;

(f) provide for meansofexemptingclassesof uses,uses
and the structuresfrom sameor all theprovisions
of PartII;

(g) provide for the de-centralisation or delegation of
functionsunderthis Statute;

(h) provide for the duration, granting, amending,
renewing, suspending,varying or cancelling of
permits;

(i) prescribethe registersand records to be kept under
this Statuteand themanner in which they areto be
kept;

(j) prescribethe formstobeusedandfees tobepaid in
respectof any matterrequired or permitted to be
doneunderthis Statute;

(k) providefor the advertisementof, and the giving of
noticeof, applicationsmadeunderthe Statute;

(1) provide for and regulatethe making of objections,
andthetime in whichobjectionsmust be made;

(m) regulatetheconductof appealsto theMinister,
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(n) prescribestandardconditionsto be attachedto water
permits,wastedischargepermits or other permits
or different classesof any such permits;

(o) classify water by referenceto its quantity, quality or
possibleuse;

(p) prescribestandardsorcriteria for the design,con-
struction or operation of works and means for
enforcing thesame;

(q) fix rates, charges,fees, deposits,penaltiesand
interestpayableon outstandingamountspaid;

(r) provide for thepreventionof waste,misuseor pol-
lution of waler;

(s) provide standardsfor the quality of water supplied
for domesticuse;

(t) impose penaltiesnot exceedingpenaltiesimposed
under subsection(2)of section106, for contraven-
ing regulationsmadeunder this section.

(3) TheMinister shallwithin threeweeksafter thepub-
lication of regulationsmadeunderparagraph(q) of subsection
(1) or under section 94 or as soon as it resumessitting lay the
regulations before the Legislature for confirmation and if the
regulationsare not rejected within one month of their being
tabled they will be deemedto have beenconfirmed.

RepealAct 108. (1) Section 27 of the Public LandsAct 1969and the
of 1969 Water Rights Rules 1967are repealed.

Cap 37 (2) The WaterworksAct andtheWaterworksRulesare
repealed.
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