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1.1 A brief history of rural water supply and decentralisation one:  What is a water service level?

1.1
A brief history of rural water supply and decentralisation
What is it about?
Over the past two decades, many governments have initiated reforms to increase the efficiency of the rural water sector. Most of these are closely linked, but not limited to, the wider process of decentralisation of governance functions from central to lower tiers of government and other stakeholders. 

This module focuses on recent changes observed in the sector, providing broad information on the degree and features of decentralisation and its impacts on the rural water sector, while identifying key limitations and challenges to further progress. As a way of introducing this topic the module also provides an overview or brief history of rural water supply in developing countries.
Why is it important?

Understanding the main phases of the history of rural water supply will help participants relate the general trends and challenges observed to their own context. It will also ensure that participants identify key levels responsible for the main functions of water delivery and recognise the central role of local government as principal actors, requiring technical and financial support to carry out their tasks. 

Learning objectives

· Participants gain a broad understanding of the key phases in the history of rural water supply, both in general and for their own country. 

· Participants can recognise the principal forms of decentralisation and the main dimensions, including political, administrative and fiscal decentralisation. 

· Participants understand the main obstacles to decentralisation.
· Participants can identify the main actors and processes in decentralisation of rural water supply in their own countries.
Key take home points


   
Decentralisation is a slow and complex process which has not always been applied completely and faces a number of challenges for local government.


   
To be efficient, decentralisation should be accompanied by both sufficient resources and adequate technical support to local governments. 


  
Fiscal decentralisation is essential if local governments are to have the means, autonomy and power to undertake service authority functions effectively.


    
For rural water service delivery the most common—but not exclusive—trend is for responsibility to be decentralised to local government. 

Handout


Read this overview with:

· 1.1 A brief history of rural water supply and decentralisation: background paper
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